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INTRODUCTION 


WHEN Sjt. Sarat Bose was released not long ago, there was a 
sigh of relief in middle-class Bengal. It was thought that the 
brother of the “Strong Man,’ Subhas Bose, is back again and 
would put things right in no time. Others pinned their nopes 
on him as the man who would “clean out the Communists.” who 
—by all accounts—-have been growing much too strong in Bengal 
recently. 

Sarat Bose has not done much to “ put things right” in 
Bengal, but he has certainly not let down the anti-Communists. 
His men have been saying at public meetings that they would 
“kick the Communists out of Bengal” in three months. Pub- 
lic threats and daylight attempts at murder of Communists have 
become the rule. They do not dare to break up our meetings as 
yet, but sale of Communist literature has been“decreed a “ crime.” 
Freedom of speech, thought and action has been “ banned” by 
an authoritarian political machine which is out to rule Bengal 
in Subhas Bose’s name. 

The climax came during the police firing on students’ de- 
monstrations in Calcutta recently. Sarat Bose and his men re- 
fused to go anywhere near the firing, found time to meet the 
Governor and talked a lot of nonsense about the ‘“ Communist 
conspiracy ” behind it all. 

Decent folk are puzzled at Sarat Babu’s strange behaviour. 
Some say he is “ out of touch” with events and hot-headed young- 
sters are leading him by the nose. They make bitter cracks : 
“Sarat Babu is now the malik of Bangla Desh. We small men 
have no right to say or do anything.” Cynics are saying : {Gov- 
ernor Bose has decreed Section 93 and‘his men are out to suppress 
eyen ‘dangerous thoughts’.”. Even the most detached are tired 
of anti-Communism and want to hear the Communist side of the 
case. f 
There is utter panic in the old “ Official Congress” circles 
in Bengal who have now been * ‘ superseded > by the “ Bose 
machine.” ‘“ They call you traitors ” they tell us Communists. 
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“but they call aus ‘ official dogs” and we are nowhere now.” They 
eare beginning to wonder dimly whether the Congress High Com- 
mand di not pay too high a price when they fixed up Sarat 
Bose as a “ Strong, Man” to lead the Bengal Congress. 

Students who were driven crazy with anti-Communism pulled 
up sharply during the Calcutta firing. A common saying during 
those three fateful days was : “ A leader's brother does not auto- 
matically become a leader.” Youngsters who look upon Subhas 
Bose as a hero burst into tears and said : “ Today we know we are 
without a leader. Our Jeader is dead and there is no one to 
take his place.” Students who had been tatght to mob Com- 
munists were out to mob Sarat Bose and any member of his 
family. Hostel students who had been taught to tear up copies 
of Communist papers, tore to pieces copies of Ananda Bazar 
Patrika carrying Sarat Bose’s speeches and editorially singing 
his praises. 

Anti-Communism has not. of course. been killed in Bengal 
after the Calcutt@ firing. The worst is yet to come and Sarat 
Bose’s rash “ advisers” are cooking up stunt after stunt to keep 
the anti-Communist plot going. But each stunt leads to a bigger 
fiasco than the last one and anvone can see that it will be a hard 
job to bury the Communists in Bengal. 

If they go on like this. anti-Communists will only break their 
heads against a stone wall, drag Bengal down into a bottomless 
pit and give a new lease of life to the British in Bengal when 
nobody wants them to stay a minute longer. Subhas Bose himself 
tried to break the Communists for the last fifteen years and failed. 
His brother, acting as his trustee, will not succeed today. 

Our eyes are turned to the future and we want all Bengal 
united to drive out the British. Our combined strength against 
the (British was never greater than it is today. Only civil war 
among ourselves will giv® the British their last chance. 

This pamphlet answers the stock charges flung at us by 
Sarat Bose and his men. It deals with the charges that we Com- 
munists “betrayed” the revolution in August 1942, the Indian 
National Army in time of invasion and that we prevented a “ revo- 
lution through starvation” during the Bengal famine. It briefly 
summarises the facts of the situation in Bengal and contrasts our 
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‘policy and activity between 1941 and 1944 with that of the For- 
ward Bloc and its allies whose leader Sarat Bose has been evero 
since 1941. © 

We did not want to dig up the past. All of us have passed 
through difficult, complicated and painful times in the last three 
years. But Sarat Bose and his men pretend that they have been 
red-hot “ revolutionaries ” all these years, call us “traitors ” who 
sided with the British.and yet take to their heels when post-war 
revolutionary clashes with the British break out. 

They have yet to become good revolutionaries and justify 
the faith people have in them. This pamphlet is dedicated to 
_truth and fairplay and its only appeal is: Unite against the Bri- 
tish for the final struggle for power ! 


CHAPTER | 
First Thoughts On Japanese Aggression 


IN 1942-44, Bengal did not rise to call in the Japanese invaders 
when they stood on our borders, ready to march in. Most people 
were not sure the Japanese would give Indian freedom a better, 
chance than the British. 7 

To-day in 1945, the Japanese armed forces have been de- 
feated. But Sarat Bose and his men are trying to make all Bengal 
believe that those who were anti-Japanese during the war are 
“traitors.” Talk of “revenge” is in the air. 


WE WERE NOT ALONE 


It is a shame that Sarat Bose’s sabre-rattling makes most 
Congress leaders ®retend to-day that we Communists alone were 
_anti-Japanese during the war. They are dishonestly hiding their 
own anti-Japanesé past. 

Bengal first faced the threat of invasion early in 1942 and 
the Bengal Congress was then without a leader. Subhas Bose 
had heen expelled in 1940 for setting up a “rival” Congress. 
Sarat Bose too was expelled for forming a rival “ Congress Par- 
liamentary Party” in the Bengal Assembly. The “ Official” 
Bengal Congress had no leader of its own who could command 
wide public support. 

Pandit Nehru rushed down to Bengal to act the leader. He 
was higher up in public esteem in Bengal than any other Bengal 
Congress leader at the time. 

What Pandit Nehru told Bengal then sounds very strange in 
the Hght of what he is seying to-day. 


He made an overall review of the situation and gave a clear- 
cut lead : 


“ The fundamental factor is not what the British do to 
us or what we do to them, although that governs much : the 
fundamental factor.is the peril to India and what we are 
going to do about it. 
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“ Therefore, certainly, in spite of all-that has happened 
we are not going to embarrass the British war effort in India 
or the effort of our American friends who may come here.” 


He stated what he thought was the special duty of labour : 


“We want production to go full speed ahead. We want 
people to hold on to their jobs and not run away from them.” 
A village ‘self-sufficiency’ movement was to “ form the 
background of any resistance that the State or we might 


organise. .....” 


He lashed out at the illusion that the Japanese would bring 
freedom : 

“Jt is a slave’s way of thinking to imagine that to get 
rid of one person who is duminating us we can expect another 
person to help us and not dominate us later. Freedom ought 
not to think that way. 

“Tt distresses me that any Indian should talk of the Ja- 
panese liberating India. The whole past history of Japan 
has been one of dominating others. 


“JAPAN COMES HERE EITHER FOR IMPERIALIST 
REASONS STRAIGHT OUT OR TO FIGHT WITH THE 
BRITISH GOVERNMENT. ANYHOW, WHATEVER THE 
REASON, IF IT COMES HERE IT DOES NOT COME 
HERE TO LIBERATE.” 


Pandit Nehru’s clear-cut lead put heart into plenty of Bengal 
Congressmen too. Sjt. Bhupati Mazumdar, Vice-President of the 
Bengal Provincial Congress Committee gave a flaming call for 
resistance to the youth of Bengal at a public meeting in Hazara 
Park (Calcutta) on the 9th of April 1942: 

“Sjt. Bhupati Mazumdar. .. exhorted his countrymen to re- 
sist the Japanese aggressor. 

“The call had come to them at last and it was up to the 
youth gf the‘land to respond to it worthily. They must be ready 
to shed the last drop of their blood in offering a stout resistance 
to the invader. That would be the test of their patriotism.’ 
(Amrita Bazar Patrika). 
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SARAT BOSE VS. PANDIT NEHRU 

Pandit Nehru, of course. speaks a very different language to- 
day and one would not dream that he took such a stand in the 
first half of 1942. But Sarat Bose does not give him any peace 
and drags the “anti-Japanese skeleton” ont -of his cupboard. 
almost every time he speaks. 

Addressing png? to the people, Sarat Bose claims that he 
himself was for a “Quit India” ultimatum to the British three 
years before Gandhiji came out with it and is glad that Gandhiji. 
ultimately followed in his footsteps. 

In his first public speech at Calcutta on November 9, 1945, 
he referred to the resolution demanding “a 6 months’ ultimatum 
to the British Government” which he had moved at the Tripur?t 
Conaress in 1939, and said: 


6s 


Lam glad to say that on 26th April 1942, after 
% years’ ‘ sadhana” Mahatma Gandhi resolved that an ulti- 
matum shonld fe given and that ultimatum he gave in his 
own language which defies comparison. and that language is 
- Quit India’ *. 

He added : 
Y wean But the plain thing I want to say is that I con- 
sider that it was the duty of India to accept the ‘ Quit 
India* resolution of April 26, 1942, The reason why that 
resolution was not accepted before 8th August was that 
many Congress leaders were opposed to it.” 


He attacked Pandit Nehru, Maulana Azad and others repeat- 
edly for holding up the resolution till August : 


* After that resolution of Gandhiji was accepted by the 
Congress Working Committee I know those who opposed it. 
en’coming out of jail were the first to own responsibility for 
the 1912 movement... .but the fact was that they had opposed 
it.” | 


SARAT BOSE’S STAND 


After this, one would think Sarat Bose was in jail ever since- 
he gave his “ultimacum” in 1939 and did not even think of 
Le 
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studying the new problems created by the threat of Japanese in- 

vasion in 1941-42, . 6: 
And yet in the very same speech, Sarat Bose read out a letter 

he had written from jail in July 1943 to Viceroy Linlithgow : 


~ “In 194]....1 felt it was the duty of the Government 
and the people to make preparations in advance to resist. 
ageression and I said as much in some of the public state- 
ments I issued in the second half of the year... .” 


: y 

And it is certainly a fact that Sarat Bose never went to jail 
at all in 1939-41. He was not trying to gather support for hi- 
* ultimatum” even in 1941. He was not even trying, like Nehru 
and Azad, to get first an all-India settlement and a National 
Government with real power to defend the country. Instead, he 
was up to his neck in intrigues to set up a Bengal Ministry even 
without the participation of the Congress and the Muslim League 
parties inside the Bengal Assembly. 

And this is how he got the chance to uo it. Fazlul Huq. 
who was then the Muslim League Premier of Bengal, had fallen 
out with the Muslim League leadership. Huq joined Viceroy 
Linlithgow’s National Defence Council, which the Muslim League 
‘—like the National Congress—wanted to boycott. He was asked 
to resign, and when he refused, he was expelled from the Mustim 
League. 

Sarat Bose then saw his chance. Himself a “ rebel” from 
‘the Congress, he went to the new “rebel” Fazlul Huq’s rescue 
and helped him to form a new Ministry out of the splitawavs 
from the Congress and the Muslim League. 

In fact, he was the “King Maker”, the real Premier who 
made a gift of a Ministry to Huq. He held a number of closed- 
door meetings and was responsible for baiting the Nawab of Daeca 
—notorious landlord and No. 1 policical turn-coat in Bengal—to 
join the new Ministry. 

In a statement printed in the Amrita Bazar Patrika dated 
December 2, 1941, Sarat Bose pleaded with the Governor to act 
“in the spirit of the Constitution” and Jet him form a Ministry 
which was “imperative” in the “serious international situation” 
-and in the interests of “communal peace and harmony.” 
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F IRST THOUGHTS ON JAPANESE AGGRESSION Na) 

In the first week of December, Fazlul Huq as the intending 
Premier submitted his list to the Governor. Sarat Bose was to 
be his Hoge Member—ready to rubber-stamp_ the I.C.S. Ordinance 
Raj of the war period. Other key men of his Forward Bloc or 
* Bose Group” were to hold other key. portfolios. 

There was a slight “hitch*? when the Japanese attacked 
Pearl Harbour on the 8th of December. Sarat Bose was arrested 
under Defence of India Rules on the 11th of December. 

But there was not a ripple in Bengal on his arrest—nothing 
at all comparable to the India-wide reaction after the arrest of 
the Congress Working Committee six months later. 

The “ crisis” blew over in a day. Huq went ahead and his 
Ministry started work on the 12th of December. Santosh K. Basu 
replaced Sarat Bose as the new “leader” of the “ Bose Group ” 
and de facto Premier as well as Minister for Civil Defence, Pub- 
lic Health and Local Self-Government. The other key man of 
the “Bose Group”, P. N. Bannerjee. became Minister in charge 
of Revenue, Judiciaband Legislative affairs. Dr. S. P. Mukherjee, 
whom Sarat Bose had roped in, also joined a few days Jater as 
Finance Minister. For some time, this “Bose Ministry” was 
heckled a hit in the Assembly over Sarat Bose’s arrest. They pre- 
tended “ delicate negotiations ” were going on for his release. 

Soon it became clear that Sarat Bose would not be released 
and S. K. Basu shut up all the hecklers by telling them that he 
had joined the new Ministry with Sarat Babu’s “ blessings”, re: 
ceived when he met him in Alipore Jail. And up to date Sarat 
Bose has not contradicted him. . 

This Ministry stuck to office through thick and thin—up to 
and beyond August 1942, right up to March 1943. Fazlul Hug— 
today a leading “ Nationalist Muslim” backed by the Congress— 
as Home Minister and S. K. Basu as the de facto Premier toge- 
ther ribber-stamped every act of British imperialist repression 
In Bengal as we shall see in a later chapter. 

What is the explanation for this amazing conduct of Sarat 
Bose and his men? In our hour of need, how did his Ministers 
tun the British imperialist administration for the sake of “law 
and order,” “ peace and harmony” while the rest of his men 
talked of “our allies the Japanese, coming to liberate us” ? How 
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did Sarat Bose, the author of- the “ Quit India ” call in 1939 per- 
mit his men to stay in the Ministry even after he himsclf was 
arrested ? 

The plain truth is that Sarat Bose and his men believed only 
in powers politics and made up with the British and waited for the 
Japanese. If the Japanese were strong enough to come, the 
idea was to sell out to them. If they were not strong enough to 
break through—then too they would be safe as “ loyal” Ministers 
of the British Crown. Bengal was nowhere in their calculations 
—except as a corpse to be devoured by the wolves. So they stuck 
to office while the British shot. down Indians at home and. fought 
the Japanese at the front for their own imperialist interests and 
in their own imperialist way. 

- Contrast this with the record of the Communist Party at the 
time and let every honest man judge on whose side was love 
of country, faith in the people, political honesty and integrity. 


OUR STAND 


We Communists did nothing more than take a path in which 
Pandit Nehru was our companion then but which he repudiates 
now. 

When the Japanese war began in December 1941, the Com- 
munist Party was illegal and its leaders and most of its members 
were in jail or underground. The Congress Working Committee 
members were released in 1941, Sarat Bose never went to jail 
at all in 1940-42, but the ban on the Communist Party was not 
lifted till July 1942. The Chittagong Armoury Raid prisoners 
and 90 per cent of the revolutionary prisoners who had gone Com. 
-munist in the Andamans were not released even after Serving 14 
to 16 vears terms in jail. Many of them were re-arrested at the 
jail gates in 1941 and 1942 after completing their life terms. 
They were not released in the whole war period and the majo- 
rity remain inside jail even today. 

We were in a badly mauled condition, but worked out the 
path to Indian freedom in the new conditions created by the threat 
of Japanese aggression. From the underground we sized up the 
new situation and gave the call: 


FIRST THOUGHTS ON JAPANESE AGGRESSION 
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“The Axis can never win and conquer.the world. Theirs 
is a doomed, imperialist cause. The peoples of Asia and the 
world, led by the Soviet Union and China will defeat them— 
despite all intrigues of the British and American imperialists 
to fight the war in their own way for their own imperialig 
ends. Indian freedom will be won through a united Indian 
resistance to the invader. We have to rouse the country to 
resistance and unite the main political parties to win power 
from British hands and fight a war of national defence in 
alliance with the United. Nations.” 


We were still half in jail and half underground and had ne 
illusions about holding Bengal against the Japanese single-handed 
if other parties turned against us. We had our cyes wide open 
to the oppressive nature of the British war effort which was leading 
to chaos and panic and helpless pro-Japanese talk. | 

But we were ready to fight and die resisting the Japanese if 
they broke through ahd were sure that a large body of men would 
fight by our side and the people of Bengal were not going to rise 
in a pro-Japanese revolt, however much they might hate the Bri- 
tish. 

It was an uphill fight all through against British repression 
and without much active support from other parties. But we did 
not get wiped out and became stronger instead because our appeal 
found an echo in people’s hearts when all was dark and we fought 
consistently for the people’s immediate interests. 

Ever since the fall of Burma, there was increasing chaos 
and panic all over Bengal. There was bitter anti-British feeling 
all round, but people were not going out of India to come back 
with the Japanese—as thousands of Burmans had done. Instead, 
refugees swarmed into India—with tales of inhuman suffering at 
first under the British and later under the Japanese. In Calcutta, 
people did not get ready to welcome the Japanese with open arms. 
They cursed the British, feared the unknown Japanese and tried 
to flee in panic to their village hemes and there make a stand 
among their own folk when the whole world seemed to be 
crashing, . 

In such a situation, the Communists formed volunteer brig- 
ades in the eastern and coastal distriéts and also in the northern. 
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districts bordering Assam—to stop mass panic and chaos and 
fight as guerillas when the Japanese entered. In -Chittagong 
alone, 5,000 kisans and even a strong batch of women were ready 
to take up arms against the invading forces which were only a 
few nfiles away over the hills. Revolutionaries who had been 
trained by the imprisoned Armoury Raiders gave them training. 
In other districts, we could not set patriotic anti-Japanese hatred 
aflame, but we did get public backing and blessings for our work 
to prevent social and economic life going to pieces. 

In the towns, we took a leading: part—together with volun- 
teers of the Civil Protection Committee organised by Pandit Nehru 
—in arranging relief and comfort for the refugees all along the 
road back from Burma. We-fought for an efficient A.R.P. in alt 
big towns and tried our hardest to keep transport and esscntial 
services running smoothly. Between May and July, we settled 
three lightning strikes of the Calcutta tramwaymen and won dear- 
ness allowance, bonus, provident fund and ’A.R.P. facilities for 
them.: . 

Today, in 1945, Sarat Bose and his political allies keep on 
thundering that the Communists betrayed the “ revolution ” in 
1942 by not organising a general strike of transport and essential 
services workers. 

But in April 1942,’no man in his senses in Bengal thought 
of such strikes. In the midst of all-round chaos, a struggle to 
live was going on in town and countryside. Nobody was pre- 
pared to risk unlimited hardships and death—just to exchange 
Japanese for British masters. There was large-scale evacuation 
and a mad rush at the railway stations, on the roads, in the 
trains and steamers. People needed better organised transport . 
facilities and overtime work on the essential services and not 
strikes. People cursed official red-tape for delay and dislocation 
and there would have been riots between workers and the rest 
of the’ people in case of a general strike—and not a people’s 
“ revolution.” ‘ 

‘ The Communists did not “betray” any “ revolution” in those. 
days. The common people refused to suffer and die and jet 
family and society be broken up for the sake of an uncertain 


future under Japanese imperialism. 


CHAPTER Il 
August 1942 


THERE was as much police terrorism in Bengal in August 1942, 
as anywhere else. But the outstanding fact is that there was 
least sabotage here where most was expectéd. 

A spark could have set whole towns alight at the time. Tradi- 
tion pointed that way. For Bengal is the home of revolutionary 
terrorism in India. There were decades of bottled-up hatred 
against the British ready to explode. 

There was the heaviest military concentration, too, here im 
Bengal. Open spaces in almost all major towns were packed 
with trucks, tanks, planes, petrol and ammunition dumps. Very 
recently. the largest ammunition dump in the world—run by the 
Americans—blew up near Calcutta by accident. It was just a 
taste of what would h@ve happened in every district if a sabotage: 
campaign had got going full blast. 7 

Bengal’s transport and communications were absolutely vital: 
to military operations at the front. Even a minute’s dislocation 
would have done permanent damage. . 

_ Bengal was like one big powder magazine, ready to blow up.. 


NO BLOW-UP 


But it did not blow up. There was terrific, savage, mass. 
indignation after the 9th August blitz by the British. But it 
never took the shape of sabotage activities later on any large 
svale, . 

‘Iche Midnapore upheaval was in a class by itself. It was far 
to the west of Bengal and did not directly affect the war in the 
east or the main arteries of transport in Bengal. It was essen- 
tially a mass kisan upheaval against unspeakable Government and: 
landlord oppression when yillage economic life had reached a 
breaking point. It was led by ex-Gandhite Congressmen and’ 


mass kisan leaders who were bitterly anti-British but refused to 
Help the Japanese. 
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There were hardly a dozen attempts atesabotage of transport 
and communications in the “invasion” zone in the east and the 
south which were also the main centres of terrorism inthe past. 

’ There was no hold-up of production and transport or indus- 
trial sabotage in the all-important Calcutta areca. 

There was an attempt to burn down schools, colleges, 

libraries, post offices and' Jaw courts in “five or six districts in 
the east and the north. Treasury chests were broken open and 
_funds looted in some colleges and post offices. ~ Law-breaking ” 
-did not lead to “no rent*? to the Jandlord or “no tax” to the 
Government—for which “underground” leaders never gave the 
-call—but at the most to distillation of illicit liquor in backward 
tracts like parts: of Birbhum. 

This sort of thing stopped soon enough because it did not 
visibly shake British rule but only cost Indian lives and the pro- 
perty of the poor. 

There was, of course, a determined attempt to dislocate 
€alcutta’s city transport on which 4 lakhs of Her citizens ride to 
their places of work in factory or office. Gram wires were cut.. 
Acid bombs prepared in some college laboratories under the 
instructions of a well-known professor—who today draws a 
Rs, 3,000 salary as a Government of India “ expert ”’—were thrown 
at passengers and tram conductors. Tram drivers and conductors 
were hauled down and beaten up here and there. The scientist 
mentioned above who joined Government service in 1943-4 also 
planned a total poisoning of Calcutta’s water supply with the 
aid of chemicals. 

But the water supply remained pure. The trams and buses 
kept running. | 

Attempts were made to cut railway lines in Eastern Bengal 
and Assam. Some were successful and there were serious acci- 
dents as a result, There were two derailments in Tipperah dis- 
trict and on Calcutta-Chittagong line. In Krishnagar, Jessore 
and at Dadasi on the Rajbari-Faridpur line. railway stations and 
coaches were set alight. Several trains were derailed in Assam. 
Telegraph and telephone wires were cut in at least four districts. 
including Dacca city. But there was no gerious break-dawn of 
transport and communications in Bengal in August 1942. 


AUGUST 1942 +1 


‘That was all tat happened in Bengal in August. Sarat 
‘Bose glorifies the “ August revolution” nowadays, so does’ Pandit 
Nehru. But no one explains why there was so little sabatage 
doné in Bengal. 
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INCITEMENT : 

Not that there was no incitement to sabotage. There was 
plenty of it. 

It is well known in political circles that the main groups 
behind it in Bengal were: a 
| The Forward Bloc “rebels” from the National Congress : 

The “Revolutionary Socialist Party”—a new, modern, 
“ socialistic» name for the old “ Anushilan ” terrorist group which 
had linked up with Subhas Bose in 1940 ; 

~The anti-Congress ‘“ Revolutionary Communist Party” of 
Soumyen Tagore ; | 

The “Calcutta Group™ of Trotskyites. : 

They pouredSout handbills, seldom in their own names, very 
often under all sorts of fancy names. All of them made a straight 
appeal for sabotage to help the Japanese. 

A “communique” published by the “Free India League ” 
wrote : . 

“Destroy all means of communications and transport. 


Loot and burn down police stations, post offices, Treasury and 
other Government offices.” 


Another leaflet spoke in Subhas Bose’s name : 


“ Freedom-loving revolutionary people, you are sure to 
win in this mighty revolutionary upheaval. Don’t forget that 
your beloved leader, revolutionary Subhas Bose is waiting 


ready with an army composed of lakhs of freedom-loving 
Tidians.” 


In the coastal districtof Noakhali, a “Ten-Point Strategy” 


was sent out by what was called the “ United Socialist People’s 
Front” : 


“Hit directly at the military strength of the enemy. 
This means secret, well-planned, concentrated death-strokes . 
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at vital points, e.g. (a) sabotage in ordnance factories, 
(b) burning petrol dumps and military stocks, (c) breach- 


ing railway tracks and (d)-cutting telegraph wires.” " 


A “ Revolutionary Plan of Action” for the Calcutta area was 
workeé out in the journal Red Sunday which said : 


“These two railways (E.LR. and B.N.R.) connect Cal- 
cutta with the rest of India. Continuous attacks on these 
two railway lines will ensure dislocation in the industrial 
areas of Calcutta, Howrah and Hooghly... . . Under these 
circumstances, the industrial plants will close down and the 


workers will rise in revolt.” 


There was a lot more in the same vein—all sizzling-hot, very 
matter-of-fact and precise. But all this incitement came -to- 
nothing. This is mainly because Bengal was right inside the war 
theatre and had taken its full impact. Benga], nursed in the 
tradition of the self-reliant patriotism of Ram Mohan Roy, Desh- 
bandhu Chittaranjan and Rabindranath- Tagore. could not’ be 
roused to self-sacrificing heroism in the uncertain hope of winning 
freedom with the help of the Japanese imperialist, army. 

COLD FEET 

When our parties talk “revolution”. their “ parliamentary 
wing” boycotts the assemblies and their Ministers resign. This. 
is an old national tradition and the least that was expected in. 
Bengal. | 
But Sarat Bose’s Ministry stuck to office in Bengal to a man. 
Not one of them resigned. | 

His nominee, Fazlul Huq took over the ‘Home’ portfolio as- 
well as the Premiership. Together with the solid backing oof 
S. K. Basu, the new leader of the “ Bose Group ” in the Ministry 
—he rubber-stamped every act of police repression and the enor- 
mous collective fines imposed in Midnapore and elsewhere as- 
a reprisal for the August upheaval. | 

When heckled by Congress M.L.A.’s about it, Huq replied 
that very many orders were directly passed by the Bengal Gover- 
nor without the Home or Prime  linister’s signature. But Iater, 
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when there was a hig row over this. he had to admit that they 
saw ang passed all orders that were being passed at the time. 
In fact. the recent case of Sibnath Banerjee Vs. the King Emperor 
has proved that Huq was passing plenty of orders for arrests 
without even getting the Governor's signature. There is a story 
that S. Kk. Basu was so anxious to keep in the good béoks of 
the LC.S. that he sot up from his chair to pay his respects every 
time even a junior official paid him a visit ! 

P. N. Banerjee. Minister in charge of Revenue is notorious 
for having evicted poor peasants and middle-class folk without 
compensation to make way for all sorts of military and civil 
defence constructions in 24 Parganas, Jéssore, Comilla, Chitta- 
gong and Mymensingh. It is worth noting, also, that it was 
S, Kk. Basu who first set up as a Government contractor the Mus- 
lim Leaguer Ispahani who is now notorious all over India as one 
of the chief rice profitters of the Bengal famine. 

Revealing Gacts could also be listed about other leading 
members of the “Bose Ministry” which ruled in August 1942. 
Pure-bred Forward Bloc Ministers like Pramatha Nath Banerjee, 
the Nawab of Dacca. the Hindu Mahasabha leader Dr. Mukherjee 
who did not tesign till November 1942—every one of them is 
guilty. 

Many of them are key men in Sarat Bose’s reformed “ Bengal 
Congress * of today. Fazlul Huq is in the “ Nationalist Muslim 
Parliamentary Board” for Bengal. The Nawab of Dacca, it is 
taken for granted. will get his nomination and Congress backing 
in the coming elections. Only Dr. Mukherjee is outside Sarat. 
Bose's Congress—but he too is being invited to come in every 
day by Sarat Bose and Vallabhbhai Patel. 


SABOTAGE-PLANNERS’ PLIGHT 


The “ secret ” sabotage-planners are keeping quict today, but 


bh september-October 1942, they put all the blame on their “ par- 
Jiamentary wing.” They accused their ‘“ ministerial diplomats ”’ 
of “cowardice” and said. “worthless leaders” had “ betrayed” 
the Strugale,. i 

But it is like the pot exile the kettle black. They put the 
blame on others for running away, but did nothing themselves 
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except sit tighf, draw up big plans and fight among themselves 
over cash, cadre and who was to risk how much. > 

Calcutta students know, for example, how “ revolutionary ” 
student leaders ran before the police in demonstrations, leaving 
them in the lurch. For three days, Communist students led the 
fizht for “revolutionary order” in their demonstrations after 9th 
August. On the third day, the so-called “ revolutionaries *’ clashed 
with a Communist-led students’ demonstration and made the 
ofening for a police Jathi-charge. But they themselves were 
the first to run away and it was the Communists who stood by the 
students and stopped the charge. 
The record of the handful of “ revolutionary ” anti-Commun- 


ist trade union leaders was no better. 
No. 1 among them is Humayun Kabir—who was famous for 
a few weeks during the Simla Conference as Maulana Azad’s 


Secretary. 

He is very versatile, with a finger in every pi® We has been 
prominent in Calcutta University intrigues as Dr. Mukherjee’s 
Muslim stooge. He has also written a book on “ Muslim Politics ” 
and tried his han at Nationalist Muslim politics. Besides all 
this, he has been a “ leader’? of anti-Communist students and a 
* Congress-Socialist ’’ since 1942. As an Oxford man, he also has 
high connections in the official world—including Jenkins. Wavell’s 
Private Secretary. 

But it is as a “trade unionist” that he wants to make his 
mark today. He is standing for the coming elections as a candi- 
date for the B. & A. Railway labour seat against a Communist 
candidate. 

He thinks he has a good chance as President of the B. & A. 
Railway Employees” Union—based on the clerks and not workers 
in the railway. He tells raihway officials and clerks that he will 
protect them against Communist “strike instigators” and takes 
their help and also of the police to ban workers’ meetings and to 
victimise workers’ leaders. But he tells the workers that he stands’ 
against the Communists who “betrayed” the August movement. 

And yet on the 9th of August, Kabir was nowhere in sight. 
Yn fact, his house has been searched by the police only onee and 
hie has never been anywhere neapy a prison. Broadly speaking, 
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he spent the hectic August days coaching sons of the rich for the 
IC.S. examinations and in attending the Bengal Assembly to. 
vote fox Huq. 7 

He was hold enough once in August 1942 to organise the 
port workers of Calcutta. He supported a move. for strike” by 
the port workers but wanted to keep out of jail. So he brought 
Huq himself down to “ mediate” and nothing came of it? 

But Kabir is an optimist, so he set up a riverside federation. 
of dock. port and other workers and put across the strike slogan. 
The workers were ready to strike almost at once, but Kabir wae 
not. He put off the strike and asked the workers to raise a 
* strike fund” first. The workers paid up their annas fast and 
raised a sizeable fund. Kabir was in a fix, but then the Decem- 
ber air raids began, there was no A.R.P. or guaranteed food sup- 
plies for the workers and Kabir got out of a tough situation by 
asking workers to clear out of Calcutta, not to strike and make 
* revolution.” 

No. 2 “ August revolutionary ” trade union leader is Dr. Mrs.> 
Maitreyee Bose. She is said to be a “jute workers’ leader.” The 
othces of at least half a dozen “ trade unions ” which she controls. 
ure in the wealthy Chawringhee area, which Calcutta workers 
seldom see, even if they have spent the whole of their lives in 
Calcutta. She was a “jute workers’ leader,” but there were no- 
strikes in jute mills in August, nor was she ever arrested by 
the police. She was one better than Kabir—her place was not 
even searched once ! 

So much for the “ revolutionary workers’ leaders.” But there 
were others who attack the Communists for not getting kisans to 
Jitt railway lines and cut communication wires. 

We know plenty of stories about their method of work. We- 
shali quote only one example of the way they made “ revolution.” 

o In a certain district in Eastern Bengal, kisans who were: 
behind the Communist-Jed Kisan Sabha almost to a man, were 
approached by a certain local leader to lift railway lines. They 
relused, after they had held a Kisan Sabha meeting and discussed . 
the right and wrong of it: Desperate, the “ leader” offered them 
Rs. 5 each to do the job! The kisans naturally sent’him off, 
but a handful went ahead and cut a small stretch of the railway 
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line. The “Jeader* concerned related the story in prison and 
commented bitterly: “If only the Communists had said “ yes” 
—railway lines could have been torn up in the entire district.” 
He had realised that you cannot take a “contract” to make 
“revolution ’/and use hired Jabour to do it. 

When Sarat Bose and these sabotage-planners thunder against 
Communists for “betrayal” in August,1942, we have a right to 
ask: “Where were you at the time ? Why did you side with 
the British against the people ? Why did you not have the guts 
vo act up to your convictions ? ” 


COMMUNISTS DECIDI 

The plain truth is that it was the Bengal Communists— 
already in 1942 more than half the national movement in Bengal 
—who decided how the people were to answer back the British. 
The ministerial diplomats, together with their associates like 
Fazlul Huq and Dr. S. P. Mukherjec, turned tail and fled into 
the arms of the British. The sabotage-planners of the “ Bose 
Group” were too ineffective, had neither faith in nor love for 
the people and did nothing except twiddle their thumbs and put 
the blame on the others. 

The Communists knew their own mind, stood by the people 
and did what was right. The people listened to them and a large 
section backed them up. 

Communists had to give the passport and take the initiative 
if there was to be sabotage and acts of terrorism by the old, 
seasoned political workers. For leaders of all the terrorist con- 
‘piracy cases in the 1930s and 905 of the old terrorist cadre 
were inside the Communist Party. Very few remained in the old 
‘terrorist parties—the Jugantar and the Anushilan—except their 
ttop-most leaders and a handful of youngsters, most of whom had 
never taken part in terrorist action and whose inspiration mad 
been dulled by anti-Communism. 

Industrial sabotage by workers was out of the question 
because the whole of organised labour stood firmly behind the 
Communist Party. Their best sons, like Mohammad Ismail of 
the Calcutta tramways, were leaders of the Communist Party. 

Transport sabotage by kisans never todk place in the key 
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districts of the east,and the north because Communist-led kisans 
blocked the way. 

Tho Bengal Communists tipped the scales finally against 
sabotage in Bengal. This is the only explanation for the 


“mystery” of Bengal in August 1912, which no one has the 
courage to give. 


SHOCK-ABSORBERS 

Bengal boiled over after the August arrests and the Com- 
munists were'in the thick of it. ° 

Huge demonstrations, led by Communists, came out in every 
district against police terror, demanding release of the Congress 
leaders and power for the people. 

They kept revolutionary unity in all people’s demonstrations 
in all districts except in Midnapore, where they had been weaken- 


ed by police repression in 1940-1 and where leading Communists 
were arrested and the police ran wild. | 

The police,°of course, did not like this at all. Their idea 
was to “crush” -the spirit of the people once and for all through 
' police terror. 

Leaders of the “ Bose machine ’—* secret” and “ open ”— 
were not arrested and they counter-signed police terror. But at 
least 150 Communists—including three provincial leaders—were 
arrested or had their movements restricted after August. Qne- 
fourth of our total Party membership and.one-third of our pro- 


vincial leadership was paralysed through arrests, externments and 
cac-orders. 
There was not the stillness of. the crave in Bengal but strong 


action against the British. Communists led it and acted the 
buffer between the police and the people. There was heroism 
in this, which was in striking contrast to the cold feet and 
cowardice of the power-politicians in the Ministry and the sabot- 
age-planners outside. | 

The result was that the August upheaval never led to wide- 


spread sabotage in Bengal, nor strikes to paralyse industry and 
transport. 


_— 
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- But we alone could not have stopped a ~ second round” ce 
sabotage in November and December which was planned by the 
Forward Bloc and other allied groups. No party, however strong, 
can hold back the people if they are bent upon action. 

What scotched plans for a “second round” were the 
Japanese air raids which played havoc in Bengal’s cities from 
‘December onwards. Calcutta, for instance, was bombed at Jeast 
a dozen times; Chittagong 16 times; Feni in Noakhali district 
7 times. 

These air raids produced an entirely new situation. The city 
population was practically unprotected. There was panic and 
larze sections of the middle class and much more than half the 
jute workers left Calcutta and other cities in panic. Big mer- 
chants saw their chance and profiteering began in the raided 
areas. In Calcutta the price of rice per maund shot up from 
Rs. 5 to Rs, 17. . i 

Pro-Japanese groups at first greeted the air raids as a 
“negative help” in our fight for freedom and lighted a flare or 
two here and there to greet rather than guide Japanese aircraft. 
They reprinted their programme for general strikes and sabotage 
—hbut it remained a plan on paper. 

Anyone who has lived through these air raids knows how 
utterly fantastic and cynical was the plan for strikes and sabotage 
in the thick of these raids. 

We hear a lot nowadays of the effect of a general strike in 
those days to bring the British Government crashing down. But 
what would have happened in Calcutta alone if there was a 
stoppage of city transport, water and electric supply and sanita- 
tion—and if Calcutta were cut off from the outside world with 
the stoppage of railway traffic ? Over three million wotkers, . 
merchants, middle-class folk would have been caught in a huge 
death-trap with bombs raining down from above, with no A.R.P. 
to protect them. With the water supply cut.off and sanitary 
arrangements out of action, to say nothing of the cutting off of 
foed supplies—Calcutta would have become a city of the dying 
and the dead within a week. The British would have shot down 
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our people as long &s possible and then run up the white flag 
for the Japanese to Jand by parachute. In¢Calcutta, middle-class 
folk would have tried to break strikes on the first day and the 
workers by their strike-action would have hurt their own families 
most in the bustees—because they are the poorest of Calcutta’s 
population. , . 


It is not necessary to reconstruct this imaginary nightmare in 
any greater detail. It is enough to remember that there was a 
howl from the middle-class public when the trams stopped running , 
after nine O’clock at night because there was no adequate pro- 
tection for tramway workers during the moonlight raids. The 
middle class could not even tolerate this early stoppage of trams 
without a Jot of explanation by the workers—what would they 
have said and done if the trams had stopped running altogether 7 

Humayun Kabir, Dr. Mrs. Maitreyee Bose attack the Com- 
munists nowadays for not calling a general strike in 1942. But 
Kabir himself askgd jute Jabour to run away from Calcutta when 
the raids began. What would they have done if there was a 
general strike of transport workers ? A general strike at such 
a time would have pitched all workers against transport workers, 


the middle class against all workers. It would not have become 


a war against British rule, but of each against all, for the Japanese 
tu come and rule. ye 
No, talk of general strikes and sabotage in Bengal in the 


winter of 1942 is an after-thought. No man in his senses seriously 


tried to bring it about then. If there was no “revolution” in. 


Bengal then, it was simply because the people did not want any 
general strikes or sabotage—and not because the Communists sat 
upon them. If in November 1945 one lakh Calcutta citizens of 
all classes assembled in Wellington Square could defy the popu- 
Jar Isader Sarat Bose’s instructions and rash on to Dalhousie 
Square against British rifles, would not lakhs of Calcutta 
citizens have kicked aside Communist volunteers and rushed ahead 
to strikes and sabotage if they had wanted to ? 

The Communists in these days did not go “against the 
current of national feeling.” They worked night and day to 
build up an efficient -A.R.P., to look after the food supplies of 


the workers and the people, to make sure that profiteers and 
I 3 
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- anti-social elements did not ect the upper hand in a chaotic 
€ 


e 


situation. : | 
The police and the Forward Bloc Ministers were out for our 


blood. Profiteers and adventurers were out to make money out 
of the -people’s misfortune and helpless panic. The Congress 
and the Forward Bloc and the Hindu Mahasabha in the Bengal 
Assembly and also in the Calcutta Corporation were already call- 
ing us “traitors”. So we Communists could not do one-tenth of 
what could have been done to keep Calcutta on its feet at the 
time. But we kept the essential services workers at their job- 
and the middle class socially organised wherever we were strong 
enough. This made all the difference between acute suffering 
and a death-trap as far as Calcutta was concerned. 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITY 


It was not an easy job. Civil Defence Minister S. K. Basu 
did nothing to guarantee food supplies and put the Calcutta 
A.R.P. in the hands of half-a-dozen I.C.S. officers. headed by an 
ex-C.1.D. Chief, Bonbehari Mukherjee ! | 

All this A.R.P. administration did was to try to weed out 
Communists from the A.R.P. and pay the full-time A.R.P. staff 
so badly that they were ready to go on strike for better pay and 
conditions of work. 

A notice like this was put up at the Warden’s Posts, 


IMPORTANT 


{f any Warden is found with Communist papers inside 
the post or discussing any other political matters which may 
hinder the war-effort, drastic action will be taken against him. 
Beware, Wardens ! 

Sd. M. Haque. Post Warden, Post No. 14. Entally. 1-1:43. 

Several Communists were dismissed without any cause being 
shown. Meanwhile, the poor were pushed out by the rich in 
some A.R.P. shelters, right in the middle of the raids. Rich 
folk would not give shelter to the poor even in the worst raid. 
European offices and shops owned by them or earmarked for 
European customers—like the Army and.zNavy Stores—pushed 
and kicked out poor and humble pedestrians , who. tried to. take 
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shelter with: them ! ° Civil Defence Minister S. K. Basu—put into 
office by the Bose Brothers—did nothing except defend the ex- 
C.L.D. Chief's hunt for Communists. : 

But the Communists went straight ahead and set up 20 Civir 
Defence Committees in various localities in Calcutta, made the 
people A.R.P. conscious and helped the A.R.P. staff to win then 
demands and do heroic work all through. : 

Meanwhile, we won for the Calcutta tramway workers a dear- 
ness allowance of Rs. 25 per month per head. Their basic wage 
was raised from Rs. 16 to Rs. 18. They won proper facilities 
for A.R.P. training for all and adequate A.R.P. shelters, free 
quarters and the right to hold meetings, addressed by their trade 
union leaders, right inside the shops and depots. 

We also set in motion an entirely new, organised trade union 
movement in the engineering industries. Under Communist 
leadership they won a rise in earnings varying from Rs. 18 to 
Rs. 25 per mont per head. 

All this was achieved through the strength of their organisa- 
tion and with the help of public support and without strikes. In 
fact, it was in this period that the Calcutta workers at last won 
a right for which they had been fighting for the last 20 years. 
They got their trade unions “unofficially” recognised by the 
Government and the employers. The “ adjudication” machinery 
set up under pressure by the Government was forced to give 
awards in favour of the workers several times. 

That is why, the total membership of Communist-led trade 
unions in Bengal shot up from barely 2,000 before August 1942 
_ right up to 28,000 by 1943. 

This is the August balance-sheet of the political parties and 
groups in Bengal. Power-politicians waited for the Japanese 
and? made up with the British. Communists alone stood by the 
people and got a certificate of honour and strength from them. 
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bers of Commerce as well as the big European rice traders take 
advantage of the “no price control ” declaration to grab and hide. 
the harvest to be sold later at cut-throat prices. The National 
Chamber of Commerce, for instance, was caught red-handed for 
stocking rice for bogus “ firms” which never existed ! 

Ispahani was appointed by the Huq Ministry to buy up huge 
-rice stocks for the employees of firms engaged in “ essential 
work” in the Calcutta area. JIuge stocks of rice were dumped 
‘in the Botanical Gardens and left to rot there till they created 
a public sensation in 1944 by fouling the atmosphere for miles 
around. When Ispahani Jater became the boss of the Muslim 
League Ministry’s rice-purchasing transaclions, Huq and Dr. 
Mukherjee, then in the Opposition, bitterly atlucked the League 
Ministry for “hoarding” rice and made Ispahani their main 
target of attack. But they never admitted that they themselves 
had fixed up Ispahani to hoard rice on behalf of their own Minis- 
try and pretended instead that “ Government hoarding” started 
only with the Muslim League Ministry whicl? made Ispahani 
boss of the show ! 

The Muslim League Jeaders are only interested in throwing 
the Huq Ministry out of office and getting in themselves. Their 
interests coincide with the interests of Ispahani and lesser Muslim 
traders who are a minority in the rige trade and want the Govern- 
ment machine in their hands to fight the Hindu majority. The 
Europeans in the rice trade—also a minority—balance between 
the two to see how things shape. 

Nobody except the Communists warn against the famine, or 
call for a United All-Parties’ Ministry to stop it and lead deputa- 
tions of the hungry. The Ministers could not face them and 
literally ran away. . 

Dr. Mukherjee waited for 4 months after August 1942 and 
resigned in November because of disagreements with Governor 
Herbert on the way the Midnapore flood was being handled by 
the: officials. (He now says he resigned over “ August 1942” !) 

He too is not interested in avoiding the coming disaster and 
does not try to get the Huq Ministry to resign with him, nor 
does -he attack them. The resignation was simply a popularity 
stunt. 


FAMINE 7 
danuary 1943—Rs. 14-8. 


The- Huq Ministry is still in office. Profiteers are cornering 
the new?bumper harvest. Rice prices at Calcutta shoot up to 
Rs. 17 per maund when heavy Japanese air raids start. 


HUQ MINISTRY FALLS 


February-April—Rs. 24 

The Huq Ministry has no control over rice stocks—the, entire 

harvest is in the hands of profiteers who dictate prices. 

‘ Its last act is a parting gift to the profiteers. On March 
12th, it announces cancellation of al] formal controls on rice 
prices. The excuse is: to get stocks and so corner the black- 
market. 

But profiteers are out for big money and not keen on selling 
to the Government at reasonable rates. They take the tip and 
rush headlong on to famine. Destitutes appear in towns. Com- 
munists open the first relief kitchens and there is a hunger 
demonstration at the Bengal Assembly led by Communists. 

Somebody has to be made the scapegoat and the Governor 
dismisses Huq on March 28th and introduces a Section 93 I.C.S. 
Raj. There is no Ministry till the first week of May when the 
new Muslim League Ministry is formed. 

The profiteers knew they were masters of Bengal till the_ 
next harvest. They are out for unlimited profiteering and are 
sure nobody can stop them from taking this “chance of a life- 
time.” They would like Huq-Shyamaprosad-S. K. Basu to con- 
tinue as Ministers*and seal up Bengal from the rest of India 
so that imported rice does not spoil their game. But if that 
does nee come off, they want them in Opposition to pitch “ public 
opinion” against the Muslim League Ministry and prevent it 
from doing anything effective to stop the famine. 

So the Huq-Shyamaprosad-S. K. Basu Coalition try hard to 
retain the, Ministry. Huq sticks till he is kicked out by the 
Governor. Dr. Mukherjee had resigned in November “in pro- 
test” against “Governor's rule” but now moves \gaven and 7 
earth—and tries to move the Governor too—to let the Opposition 
form a Ministry. On April 21 the: Forward Bloc and Hindu 
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Mahasabha send a resolution passed at a joint party meeting to 
the Viceroy and Governor asking for a Huq Ministry. 

_ When there is no response from the British, lazlul Huq and 
Dr. Mukherjee go into the Opposition against the Muslim League 
Ministry which comes into office. 

From that day on, they became propagandists for free trade 
denying that there was any hoarding and_so began to act as direct 
political puppets in the hands of Hindu rice profiteers. They 
made up their minds to shield the profiteers who made the famine 
-and worked harder than they have ever done in their lives inside 
the Assembly to put all the blame on the Muslim League Ministry 
from.day to day. 

Meanwhile the power-politicians of the Forward Bloc once 
again divided their forces to see which way the cat would jump. 
They wanted to stick to the Ministry anyhow. but sent out their 
men to join the Opposition also. in case the Muslim League 
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Ministry did not last. 

S. K. Basu went into Opposition. But another section of 
the “Bose Group” joined and supported the Muslim League 
Ministry. Barada Pain. and T. G, Goswami becdime Ministers. 
Narendra Chakravarty (right hand man of Subhas Bose before 
the war) lined up with them and Atul Kumar became a Parlia- 
mentary Secretary. . 

Pain, Goswami and Co. were heckled a lot for crossing over. 
But they put the lid on the hecklers by quoting Sarat Bose’s 
“blessings” they had got from his Madras jail. 

And of course, today their stand has been vindicated by 
Sarat Bose himself indirectly. At a Press Conference in Ca]- 
cutta on the 18th of September, 1945, Sarat Bose was asked a 
‘aight denuncia- 
tion of the Goswami-Pain “ desertion ” “But ‘Surat Bose gave 
an evasive reply, did not deny he gave hein his blessings, said 
he had asked to meet Goswami, Pain ctc. at Madras and got out 
of the whole thing by referring vaguely to a letter ke wrote to 
_ Governor Casey-on the subject on July Sth, 1945—which, how- 
ever, he cgild not release to the public without Casey’s consent ! 

Meanwhile, Nazimuddin and Suhrawardy—the Muslim League 
Jeaders—are also bent on getting into office anyhow. At a time 
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when a united All-Parties’ Ministry alone would have spiked the 
guns of rival profiteers and power-politicians—they refuse to 
have Huq as a Minister and form a single-party Ministry with 
the aid of the splitaways from the Forward Bloc and with the 
vote of European vested interests as their chief stand-by. 

Power .politics over the control of rice rules Bengal .from 
now on. The Assembly parties do not join hands to hang the 
profiteers—Hindu and Muslim. They line up with Hindu or 
Muslim profiteers and daily intrigue for office starts in full swing. 
The road is clear for the butchery of 35 lacs. - 


FAMINE BREAKS 

Prices go sky-rocketting higher and higher as the Muslim 
League Ministry gets into the saddle: June—Rs. 32, July— 
Rs. 35, August Rs. 38. . | 

The Ministry try to get rice from outside Bengal and compete 
with the Hindu profiteers who have cornered Bengal rice. They 
tempt outside merchants with a higher price 
ting In their home provinces. They get the Central Government 
to declare Behar, Orissa and Assam “free trade” zones. But 
this neat scheme crashed when it was found that prices in these 


neighbouring provinces were beginning to catch up the Bengal 
level. 


than thev were get- 


The only way out was to launch an all-parties united drive 
to dig out the rice hidden by Bengal’s profiteers. At last, on 
June 7, the Muslim League Ministry did launch an anti-hoard- 
ing drive throughout Bengal—with the co-operation of People’s 
Food Committees set up by Communists and local leaders of 
other parties in ten districts. But the Ministry keeps two vital 
flanks open for the hoarder—firstly, Calcutta and Howrah, the 
biggest trade centres. remain outside the scope of the drive and, 
secondly, movements of food-grains from the districts to Calcutta 
i alga are not banned. This defeats the purpose of the 

rive, 


a The Ministry did not try to get. nor did the Opposition parties 
give, their co-operation. And since there were no restrictions 


on the transport of rice and the official were corrupt from top to ° 
bottom, the chief rice profiteers shifted their stocks to the Calcutta 
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and Howrah areas, where they had their biggest godowns. Even 
then, 70 to 80 Jakh maunds were unearthed. 

After a big howl. the Ministry at last did have a drive in 
Calcutta in August. But it was run by policemen, only scratched 
the surface and the results of the drive were never announced ! 
The European firms and other profiteers did not want a drive 
in the Calcutta area. They successfully blackmailed the Ministry. 

By August, the Aus harvest—which too was bumper—was 
coming to the market. It would have given Bengal 5 crore maunds 
—enough to feed Bengal for the next two months . 

But the entire harvest vanished within two days when price 
control was reimposed on August 26. 

Dr. Mukherjee led the crusad&é for “ free trade’, claimed the 
Aus harvest was short, demanded more imports from outside 
and “hands off” Bengal rice. Behind him stood the big Hindu 
rice traders who bought up the Aus harvest as they had bought 
up the previous winter harvest. 

The Bengal Government fixed up Ispahanras the Chief Pur- 
chasing Agency with some of the small fry among Hindu _ pro- 
fiteers as his sub-agents. But they did not even get a sizeable 
part of the Aus rice. . 

After that, Bengal went up in smoke. In September-October 
rice sold at Rs. 40 in the mofussils and upto Rs. 100 in Calcutta. 
Destatutes poured into Calcutta. It was as if broken-down dying 
villages had been bodily lifted onto city streets. The destitutes’ 
death rate shot up. The Bengal famine became an all-India and 
a world-wide sensation. To us in Bengal it was the deepest 
wound we have ever suffered. 


NO NEW FAMINE—BUT I.C.S..PROFITEERS’ 
COALITION IN POWER 


Prices fall to Rs. 20 to Rs. 25 in. November and by December 
the worst is over. Destitutes leave Calcutta by-December. The 
1943 winter harvest is coming to market. Hoarded 1942 rice 
stocks are poured into the market to fetch the best possible price 
against a falling market. A lot of the rice is rotten. In some 
districts—where more is produced than is Jocally consumed— 
prices hit the bottom at Rs. 5 per maund. 
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The Hindu profiteers had won the Battle for Rice in 1943. 
But the struggle begins for the 1944 rice—three-fourths of which 
is producgd in winter and was coming to market. | 

Dr. Mukherjee, Huq and S. K. Basu become desperately 
anxious to form their own Ministry. The Assembly Opposition 
dare not repeat the story of 1943 in 1944, force a new famine and 
throw the blame on the Muslim League again. Their attempts 
to get into office reach a new peak. The Hindu profiteers don’t’ 
want to risk it again either. They want to settle down to more 
“respectable ” bhusiness—having become the masters of Bengal’s | 
economy and built up their contacts with the corrupt I.CS. 

Even the famine did not teach the Muslim League Ministers 
or the Opposition to line up with the people and knock out the 
profiteers. 

The Food Minister, Suhrawardy refused to accept the Com- 
munist- proposal for at least an All-Parties’ Food Advisory Coun- 
cil—if not a United Ministry—to prevent the new harvest going 
into the hands ofthe profiteers by organising the purchase and 
sale of rice through co-operatives backed by the People’s Food 
Committes. . 

Instead he 


& 


threatened ”—not to catch the profiteers by the 
neck—but to “compete” with them with the aid of Government 
stocks built up through larger imports of rice than in 1943, 
“The Government of India can’t afford another famine and won't 
be caught napping again”—-he warned them. 

The threat worked. And when Dr. Mukherjee failed to out- 
vote the Muslim League Ministry—the Hindu profiteers threw 
him overboard and lined up with Suhrawardy. 


Suhrawardy put the entire rice trade back into the hands 


of a grand combine of Hindu Mahasabha, “ Nationalist,” Muslim 


League and European profiteers. His “ Chief Agents ”—empower- 


a 
ed to buy up the new harvest through “normal trade channels ” 
—were : 

Ispahani and Hussein Kassem Dada, the European Shaw 
Walace & Co.. the “ Nationalist” D. P. Khaitan (Birla’s employee) 
and the Hindu Mahasabha supporter Napani. 


After Suhrawardy makes a pact with the profiteers’ combine 
in this way the Opposition is left high and dry. : 
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Babu and is supposed to be a “ leading* light in his election 
campaign. His name is Atul Kumar. . 

Such is the terrible tale of power-politicians who became 
profiteers’ puppets and made an I.C.S.-profiteers’ coalition almost 
permanent masters of Bengal’s life and economy. The I.CS. 
stand condemned as the chief famine criminals playing one rival 
political coalition against another, while lakhs died of hunger. 

The Hugq-Shyamaprosad and the Nazimuddin-Suhrawardy 
cliques fought each other blindly and became direct agents of 
Hiindu and Muslim profiteers in the process. But Sarat Bose’s 
men are the twice-guilty famine criminals, who had a foot in 
both the camps, consciously went after petty personal advantage 
and are the worst villains of the picce. 


“REVOLUTION THROUGH STARVATION ” 


One would have thought that the terrible Bengal famine 
would leave our political parties stunned gnd force them to 
make a painstaking and painful study of its causes and help 
Bengal to get out of the grip of the makers of famine. 

Instead, we find Sardar Patel and Pandit Nehru asking why 
there was no uprising in Bengal—why people did not “loot and 
seize food where it could be got.” Patel and Nehru don’t say 
it in so many words, but for three years we have heard it said 
that the people of Bengal have become “ decadent ”’—they could 
not even loot, but died helplessly when they got no food. 

Inside Bengal, anti-Communists don’t dare to sneer at our 
race as “decadent,” but blame the Communists for checking mass 
looting. A revolution did not come out of starvation, they say, 
because Communists “ betrayed ” again. 

_ Both are talking in the air and what they are saying sounds 
brutish nonsense to anybody who lived in Bengal in the days 
of famine. . 

The Bengal kisan began starving as early as February-March 
1943, just after he sold the winter harvest and when the Huq 
Ministry was still in office. In those days, there were several 
cases of looting in mofussil districts and a hunger march to the 
Bengal Assembly from villages around Calcutta. Rice demon- 
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strations in those dafs were not the prelude to any “* revolution,” 
but a danger signal of the famine yet to come. Kisans who still 
had honfes to live in and the strength left in their bodies to 
march were warning their political leaders and the fellow-country- 
men to wake up in time and stop the famine. 

- But the political parties did not wake up and by insfsting 
on free trade allowed the profiteers to grab the harvest instead. 
After that, rice prices went shooting up. After nearly four to 
five months of starvation, the kisan at last rose to his feet—not ,, 
for a “ revolutionary march” to town, but to join the queues of 
death which stretched from every village to every big town and 
ultimately to the capital city, the city of wealth, Calcutta. 


When over one lakh destitutes were in the streets of Calcutta 
by September 1943. no Calcutta citizen wanted any “ revolution ” 
nor did the kisans have either the desire or the strength to make 
any such “revolution.” There was no question of “ organising ” 
a hunger marchethe march of death was already there. The 
Bengali Kisan—with an ancient civilised background and a strong 
sucial sense—knew there was no rice in his village. He came 


to Calcutta, hoping his better-off countrymen would give him a 
helping hand. : 


In such a situation, only those who Jook upon kisans as 
pawns in the game of power-politics could draw up cold-blooded 
plans for mass looting as a prelude to “revolution.” The real 
revolutionary way was to force the officials to make the profiteers 
hand over their rice stocks and distribute food to the destitutes 
at once. Instead of this, “free trade” and “no anti-hoarding 
drive ” was the cry of the Opposition who said any ‘popular parti- 
cipation in the anti-hoarding drive was “co-operation in the war 
effort. and sitting in armchairs they made “revolutionary ” plans. 
The Organ of the Central Directorate of the Indian National 
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Congress,’ the Inquilab of Calcutta, unfolded such a plan in its 
issue dated the 25th of August : 


“ Once the discontent of the people is roused to com- 
plaint, units of two or three persons, courageous and intelli- 
gent, in each street and food queue, will come into being. 
These units should then encourage and organise demonstra- 
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of 
tions and marches. And when the entire town is roused into 
an angry mood, it should be possible to. . .svize food where | 
it can be got!” ; 

There were one lakh destitutes in Calcutta at the time, ready 
victims of these “ courageous and intelligent ” men. But they 
nearly got lynched by the dead and the dying destitutes when 
they went to preach their “ revolution.” 

On September 27th, 1943, they made a supreme effort with 
the help of Dr. Mukherjee. 

They printed handbills which looked exactly like ratio cards 
and distributed them among the Calcutta destitutes. It was not 
a call to “ revolution,” but only said: * For rice, atta and cloth 
go to. . . from 12 noon onwards. v7 

The directions seemed to point to a relief kitchen. But it 
was really neither a relief kitchen nor the godowns of one of 
the rice profiteers of Calcutta. It was-only the Bengal Assembly. 

It was the day fixed for the final attempt to overthrow the 
Muslim League Ministry. The plan was to get the starving desti- 
tutes shot down by the police in the lawns outside. Inside the 
chamber, Dr. Mukherjee, Huq and S. K. Basu were to bring 
down the Ministry with a no-confidence motion. The police 
had taken up positions, ready to shoot-—the “ Opposition ” were 
ready with their speeches demanding the resignation of the Minis- 
try “in the name. of the martyred destitutes.” 

The stage was set for a cold-blooded massacre of innocent 
destitutes. One parliamentary faction was out to overthrow 
another by using hungry destitutes as cannon fodder. : 

Destitutes who did not know Calcutta very well began to 
flock towards the Assembly by noon. But the citizens of Calcutta 
found out where they were going, told them there was no rice 
in the Assembly and turned back the destitutes towards the ~elief 
kitchens. 

It was a great sad day for Bengal. After that, the “ revo- 
Jution through starvation” planners shot their bolt. 


“LOVE AND FAITH OF THE PEOPLE” 


-Instead of mass looting, a powerful relief movement Swept 
- Bengal. The Communists had started it, but by September, 
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families in every town began fighting famine with their backs to 
Ahe wall. Public relief kitchens cropped up everywhere. Domes- 
tic kitchgns became relief kitchens. Hardened, dead souls broke 
down and love of humanity won. People who sneer at this amaz- 
ing peoples solidarity as “ non-revolutionary ” love the people too 
little to know how a national revolution is made. : 

But it did not break the “revolution through starvation ” 
planners. 

In November, they tried to patch up their differences in 
“unity conferences” and came out with a slight change of: 
“tactics.” 

Th 


“Revolutionary Socialists” explained it: 


. “We are to organise People’s Defence Corps jointly with. 
students’ organisations and other bodies. 
“These People’s Defence Corps will from now on carry 
on relief work as far as possible and win the love and faith 
of the people. _ 


» 


* When looting, and anarchy begin, we 4re to take the 
leadership and canalise the anarchy in the path of political 
revolution. Because anarchy and looting born out of starva- 
tion are the prelude to the Revolution.” 


They had their plans ready for winning the “love and faith 
of the people” by doing a bit of “ relief work,” but badly needed 


oz 


a leader with a “name” as a figure-head. 


S. P. Mukherjee came to the rescue with his Bengal 
Relief Committee which had been formed some time ago but was 
defunct till then. So strong was the powerful movement for relief, 
in fact, that even notorious profiteers like the Marwaris of Cal- 
cutta, and the well-known profiteers Ranada Saha and Ispahani 
had to do a bit of relief to get the “love and faith of the people.” 
Alrefdy in September-November, bhadralog cynics in Calcutta 
were saying: “Relief has become like the waters of the Ganges. 
You take a dip and your sins are washed away. We know too 
many rich ‘social workers’ who set up a ‘relief kitchen’ at their 
front door and sell rice at Rs. 100 per maund by the backdoor.” 
Everyone is glad, of course, for whatever relief work Dr. 
Mukbenjeccs Bengal Relief Committee actually did in Bengal. 
I 4 
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But his committee has not vet printed a full and detailed 
account of its activities for the benefit of the aff-India public 
‘which paid millions into his fund. Other relief organisations in 
‘which Communists had a say have reported to their paymasters, 
and if the B.R.C. did the same it might clear up a big scandal. 

“It is common knowledge. for instance. that not all the wagon 
and boat-loads of rice which Dr. Mukherjee claimed in Press 
Statements had been “ despatched * to the districts. ever reached 
there. 

A cross-checking between newspaper reports of the despatch 
of huge consignments with railway and river transport bookings, 
for instance, is sure to bear this out. Booking clerks nd pro- 
prietors of ‘river transport concerns which control the entire river 
trafic in East Bengal (where river transport is the main trans- 
port)—all testify to this effect. 

In Kishoregunj and Chandpur, for example, prominent Jocal 
Congressmen joined the local Hindu Mahasabha gentry in setting 
up a branch of the B.R.C. They declare that a whole Jot of 
blankets, medicines and food-stuffs which were “ despatched ” 
from Calcutta were never handed out to the people at the relief 
centres. It is also known that after the Bengal Medical Relief 
Co-ordination Committee was set up in 1944 with all relief organ- 
isations in Bengal represented—Dr. B. K. Basu of the Congress 
Medical Mission to China and members of the American Friends’ 
Ambulance Unit were sent out to check up. The B.R.C. had 
claimed it was running 200 medical relief centres—but only 60 
were discovered on inspection to be in existence. 

The B.R.C. had at least ten times the total funds of all other 
relief bodies put together. Jt is a tragedy it was run by men 
whose heart was not wholly in saving lives but in fishing for 
more recruits against the Muslim League or for “ revolution 
through looting.” ° 

In later stages, Dr. Mukherjee who had been bitterly against 
any co-operation with Communists all through, himself became 
fond of the idea of doing the Congress and the “ revolutionary ” 
groups also in the eye by asking relicf workers under the B.R.C. 


‘to enrol members for the Hindu Mahasabha. 
It is a common scandal in the mofussil districts, for instance, 
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tat a large chunk°of Congressmen joined the Hindu Mahasabha 
°in 1943-44. Today, of course, very many of them are jumping 
back a&ain 10 rejoin Sarat Bose’s Congress, which is again a 
** going” concern. 

Not many students went out to work for the B.R.C. Most 
of them went with the relief work of the Bengal Students’ Federa- 
tion, the Muslim Students’ League and the All-Calcutta Students’ 
and Teachers’ Relief Committee. But some students from the 
University Science College did go to work under the B.R.C.—o 
sent by a certain “revolutionary” professor who is now in 
Government service. They came back disgusted because their 
main job seemed to be to enrol members for the Hindu Maha- 
sabha. The same sort of thing happened in a small way in 
several districts. 

Many of Sarat Bose’s old followers, as well as old “ Oficial 
Congress ” leaders who are now under him know the whole inside 
story of Dr. Muykherjee’s Bengal Relief Committee. Why don’t 


they speak up now when Sarat Bose is supposed to be ‘ fighting’ 
Dr. S. P. Mukherjee ? 


“HOLD YOUR CROP!” 
When the worst was over, the problem was : who would get 
the new winter harvest ? 
The starvation-* revolutionaries ” 


were afraid they would miss 
6é 
the chance for 


revolution ” if the people got the rice. 
The “Inquilab ” group had succeeded by then in temporarily 
unifying different groups. Their plan was: 


“In rural areas our efforts should be to stop sale and 
movement of crops. Those who prosluce should be the first 


to act and those in the villages who. have more than others 
should share with the rest. 


6 


e 


- . . A situation should be created in every town cand 
city shacken with scarcity so that the hungry may rise in a 
body and seize food wherever they can get it. In both country 
and town food marches and raids should hecome daily events!” 


They sent out their men to scatter thousands of handbills 
an Birbhum, Bankura, Burdwan, Nadia, 24 Parganas, Howrah 
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and Jalpaiguri—asking kisans to hold back their paddy. 
fice life—don’t sell paddy ”—was the battle-cry. 

: No one ever heard them organise the share-out of food by 
those who had more than their needs. Only Communists took the 
initiative to set up- Dharmagolas (grain co-operatives) and to 
organise mutual help in many of these districts. Nor did they 
explain what was to be done in those rural areas where less 
was produced than was needed by its people. 

The plan was obviously to set town marching on country to 
loot and set the country on fre. 

Fazlul Huq, Dr. Mukherjee and S. K. Basu were not so 
very keen on a “ revolution ”—but only on becoming the King’s 
Ministers themselves. And they thought the “Hold Your Crop” 
campaign would come in handy in finishing off the Muslim League 


** Sacri- 


o- 


Ministry. 

So on December 6, 1943, Fazlul Huq, Humayun Kabir and 
others made a public appeal to peasants which said : 

“¥ou live if you store your paddy—you die if you sell ! ” 

But the plan misfired at once because Nazimuddin and 
Suhrawardy threatened to arrest Huq and Dr. Mukherjee if they 
did not call it off. Jail-going was not good for their delicate 
health. So they piped down at once. 

Later on, they forgot about their “Hold Your Paddy” cam- 
paign. Suhrawardy made a deal with the Hindu profiteers and 
stole Dr. Mukherjee’s thunder. The Hindu-Muslim-European pro- 
fiteers’ combine bagged the new harvest and grabbed rice even 
in districts like Chittagong. A handful of the rich began feast- 
ing in grand style again—while the poor starved. Kisans who 
had produced the paddy had to sell off at harvest time to pay off 
old debts and were threatened with starvation within a few 
months because they did not have the cash to buy back the rice 


from the profiteers. 
But Hug, Dr. Mukherjee and S .K. Basu were tongue-tied 


and completely out of action. 

The “starvation-revolutionaries ”’ did not have the guts to 
do anything either. They wanted “daily raids” but could not 
organise a single one anywhere. They swallowed their “ share 
out the rice” slogan and spent all their time pouring vile abuse 
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on Communists who*fought the profiteers’ combine single-handed. 
° The Huq-Shyamaprosad-S. K. Basu team later picked up the 
Secondafy Education Bill as a stick to beat the Muslim League 
with. 

The “revolutionaries °—more ambitious—only thought they 
had missed the chance to make a “ revolution through starvation ” 
and got ready for the next round: another round of sabotage to 
aid the Japanese invasion which began early in 1944, 

‘Cynicism, not love of the people. Shielding the worst type. 
of vested interests, the hoarders, and Ministry-hunting hangers- 
on. Talking “revolution” and serving profiteers. Taking two 
square meals every day and “ordering” starving. sick, destitute 
peasants to rise in revolt. This is not the path of revolution 
—that is why they could not make one. 


WE FOUGHT FOR LIFE 


The bulk of ur Communist Party members are sons of the 
kisans. Next come the workers. And last come revolutionaries 
from the middle class—a majority of whom have known what it 
is to starve in jail or when hunted by the police and underground. 

We have faced death, that is why we love life. We have 
starved—that is why we know revolution does not come through 
starvation but by fighting against it. 

We have fought long enough for the kisan cause to know 
that the British-imposed and controlled landlord system of Bengal 
has kept millions permanently on the brink of starvation. We 
have also learnt to fight the landlord and Government official 
as the props of the landlord system. During the war, we spotted 
out the trader and landlord who had turned profiteer as a rising 
menace to the kisans’ livelihood. 

When it became cledr to us that famine conditions were 
developing despite our best efforts to check the food crisis, we 
warned against it as early as December 1942 editorially in our 
weekly journal, the Janayvuddha. 

When Fazlul Huq’s Ministry was making the “control” of 
prices a dead letter—we called for effective control of prices 
through a rationing seheme on the basis of adequate rice stocks. 
When, hunger marchers came to Calcutta to warn the Huq Minis- 
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try in March 1943, we looked after them and demanded that 
their voice be heard in time. . 
_ When the profiteers were buying up rice stocks and both 
the Huq Ministry and the Muslim League were only keen on out- 
voting each other in the Assembly— we called for a United All- 
Parties’ Ministry to launch an all-out anti-hoarding drive. 

When the Opposition refused to join the United Ministry and 
the Muslim League banged the door, we were strong. enough to 
get the Muslim League Ministry to sanction an anti-hoarding drive 
in the mofussils in June with the aid of the Pegple’s Food Com- 
mittee. We took a leading part in it and the drive unearthed 70° 
to 80 lakh maunds of rice. But we were not strong enough alone 
to force the Muslim League Ministry to defy the officials and 
the Europeans and Indian profiteers and extend the drive to 
Calcutta—the den of the food thieves. 

When the famine finally broke on our heads, we worked in. 
700 relief kitchens, feeding at least 1.17,000 destitutes every day. 

When the destitutes who survived the famine came back to 
their land, we helped reclaim over one lakh acres of fallow land 
through the collective effort of entire villages fighting for their 
land and life. We organised mutual aid and the pooling of 
resources by kisan families to make paddy shoots sprout again 
in the golden fields of Bengal in 1944. 

We attacked profiteers_and greedy landlords and made ee 
our sworn enemies. We were not strong enough to get them 
punished. But we made the name of the chief profiteers stink 
in every district—so that today Sarat Bose has to denounce them 
in public. 

We were not strong enough, single-handed, to have corrupt 
men of the LCS. tried and punished. But in districts like Rang- 
pur and Mymensingh we roused public feeling te such a pitch 
against them that they had to be “ recalled ” and later transferred. 
Revengeful I.C.S. men launched at least 14 major cases against 
us in half-a-dozen districts apart from Calcutta, and Communists 
were arrested or gagged on fake charges of “looting” ete. In 
fact, more Communists were gagged, had their movements re- 
stricted or were arrested during the famine than were Congressmen 
in Bengal in 1942. | 
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Finally. we prevanted the famine from becoming a catastrophe 
at least ten times worse than it actually was, by fighting for and 
winning adequate rations for Calcutta labour and workers in the 
B & A Railway. 

Bengals workers would not have taken to mass looting and 
rioting any more than the kisans did. But if they had to, join, 
the ranks of the destitutes, there would have been a stoppage of. 
transport in Bengal. This would have made each town and 
starving village choke to death with no trains running to reach 
even relief rice to them. The vigilance of the Communist-led 
trade union movement was responsible for labour getting cheap, 
rationed food long hefore the kisans or even the town middle class 
got it. Later on, at the height of the famine, workers were able 
to open trade union relief kitchens for their middle class and. 
kisan brothers by collecting cash out of their own pockets and in 
some cases by sharing out their rations. 

During the famine, we were the best-organised party in Ben- 
gal with our units in] 000 out of Bengal’s 10, 000 villages. We 
are proud that we threw ourselves heart and soul into famine 
relief work. Our only regret is that we could not free our brother 
parties in Bengal from the clutches of profiteers and corrupt 
officials and were not strong enough single-handed to save Bengal 
from famine. | 


CHAPTER IV 
Invasion Of India, 1944 


TODAY in 1945, the most outspoken charge against Bengal 
Communists is that they stood against the invasion of India in 
_1944 by the Japanese imperialists and the Indian National Army. 
Communist students were shet down and lathi-charged by 
the police in the recent ILN.A. demonstrations at Calcutta. Under 
Communist Jeadership there was a general strike of Calcutta 
transport workers. But Sarat Bose and his men have attacked 
us as “fair weather friends of the I.N.A. who opposed them 
during the invasion in 1944.” He therefore ran away from the 
scene of firing, found time to mect the Bengal Governor and 
informed him of the “Communist conspiracy” behind the 


* disturbances.” 
‘It is true we opposed the I.N.A.’s entry into India in 1944 


because whether they liked it or not, they came arm-in-arm with 
the Japanese imperialists. We prevented any sabétage at all 
taking place in the rear—in Assam and Bengal. We would have 
died fighting them if they had entered Assam proper and Bengal. . 

We knew the bulk of the ILN.A. men were home-sick Indian 
soldiers who had suffered much from British betrayal, Burmese 
“ revenge ”* on them and Japanese overlordship and been awakened 
to patriotism. But we were determined to block their advance. 
because—whether they liked it or not— they would have brought 
us Japanese conquest of India and not freédom. 

Today, the Japanese have been militarily defeated by the 
combined might of the whole of Asia——including the Chinese» the 
Soviet Union, the Burmese. Indonesians and the Indo-Chinese as 
well as the rest of the United Nations. 

There is no Japanese peril to India any longer and the Bri- 
tish and American imperialists are out for conquest. And we 
are ready to do as much to release the J.N.A. men from British 
hands as we were ready to do to stop them during the invasion. 

In this stand we are not alone. There were, many pol'tical 
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leaders who stood With us in 1944. Only today, frightened to 
death by anti-Communism, they are pretending they did all they 
could to help the I.N.A. and the Japanese to get into India in 1944 
and only the Communists opposed them. 

This is a white lie. 


THOSE WHO DENY THEIR PAST 


Sjt. Gopinath Bardoloi, leader of the Assam Congress, has 
heen saying lately that India would have welcome the I.N.A. 
with open arms as heroes. But even the heroic can sometimes 
take the wrong path. And Sjt. Bardoloi, who was out of 
prison during the invasion in April—June 1944 did not falter in 
his faith. 

In a public appeal to India on the 10th of April, he said : 


* Acsam today faces a very grave situation with the 
Japairese army already across the border. It is time that we 
should unite toether for there is no way out except through 
all of us working for self-defence and self-sufficiency...... 

“The fact that the Government has kept our leaders in 
jail should not make us forgetful of our duty at this critical 
juncture. We should come together and work for the collect- 
ive security of each and everyone of us...... 

“TI also appeal hereby to the leaders of all parties all 
over India to consider the gravity of the situation in Assam 
and the danger to which the people are exposed. I am sure 


they will realise that the peril which menaces Assam threatens 
them as well.” 


Sjt. Bardoloi did great work. night and day, to stiffen the 
spirit of resistance through the Santi Senas (People’s Volunteer 
Brigades) which he had formed under Pandit Nehru’s guidance 
in April 1942 when the invasion seemed imminent. The fact 
that the British had banned the Santi Senas did not deter him. 

His appeal was echoed in the U.P.—-where alone top-ranking 
Congress leaders were out of prison by then. 

A meeting at Anand Bhawan of U.P. Congress leaders—at 


which Mrs. Pandit was present—passed a resolution which spoke 
ay clear-cut anti-fascist language : 


~ 
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: “This meeting views the recent inroads of the Japanese 
into Assam with grave concern. . . 
“This renewed Japanese offensive underlines the canger 
of Fascist aggression to which the country is still exposed. 


“ While reiterating the Congress attitude towards British 
Imperialism, this meeting expresses its confidence that des- 
pite all difficulties and impediments, the people of Assam 
will resist the Japanese attack with all the strength at their 
command.” | 

We know it is being said now that Congressmen were ready 
to resist the Japanese but “did not know” the ILN.A. was comirig 
and only the Communists were out to resist the I.N.A. 

In the I.N.A. trials now going on, evidence of friction 
between the I.N.A. and Subhas Bose and the Japanese is being 
revealed. The Japanese treated the LN.A. badly. We only said 
all along that such friction was inevitable because the I.N.A. 
worked under Japanese auspices—Pandit Neh-u also said the 
same thing in April 1942. The whole country would have we]. 
comed it if the I.N.A. had broken with the Japanese and turned 
against them—as did the Burmese National Army and the Indo. 
nesian and other peoples. But the fact remains that the INA. 
did not do so, gambled on a Japanese victory instead and Jost. 

The full picture of Japanese ill-treatment will emerge, let 
us hope, when the Chief Defence Counsel Sjt. Bhulabhai Desaj 


~ 


sums up his case. 
But what was the I.N.A.’s Chief Defence Counse] himself 


doing at the time of invasion in 1944? 
At the peak of the invasion—when the invading forces were 
60 miles inside Manipur and actually inside Chittagong district 
—he inflicted a series of defeats on the British Government 
together with the Muslim League inside the Central Assemyly 
Speaking against the Budget proposals in April, he declared . 
‘‘T have every desire that India should be defended. . | 
“Tt is far better that we should find the money than that 
you should be able to extort it... .” — 


Every Indian knew in April that the LN.A. was across the 
border together with the Japanese forces. When these Jeaders 
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took their stand agajnst the Japanese invaders, they knew as 
wll as anybody else that the I.N.A. too would have to be opposed. 
Besidgs, at least by the time the Congress Working Com- 
mittee was released, it was common knowledge that the I.N.A. 
was fighting along with the Japanese. , | 
There was no doubt about it in June 1946. But Pandit 


Nehru declared at his Press Conference in Bombay on June 25th, 
1945 : 


“When I was in Calcutta in 1942, there was talk of 
Subhas Bose leading an Indian contingent of liberation against 
India. And I was asked what my attitude would be. 

“T said ‘I will oppose him and fight him because he is 
coming under Japanese auspices and under Japanese control 
and more for the advantage of Japan than of India.’ 

“Subhas Bose wag quite wrong in his methods when he 


thought that he could achieve the freedom of India with the 
help of the Japanese.” 


After that, it is well known that the Congress submitted its 
list of members for the Viceroy’s Executive Council at the Simla 
Conference, leaving the Viceroy and the Commander-in-Chief in 
full control over defence and army affairs. The war was still 
on then and tlie Congress had no objection to joining the war on 
the side of the British against the Japanese and the I.N.A. on 
British terms. If the compromise did not come off, it was not 
because of any differences as to the way in which the war was to 
be conducted or over the fate of the I.N.A. 


| Elementary honesty demands that they should’speak the truth 
and not hide their spast and slander the Communists. 


SARAT BOSE WAS AGAINST “ FOREIGN AGGRESSION . 

Sarat Babu will, of course, like this “evidence” to “ damn 
the whole lot.” In fact, after his recent persistent attacks on 
Pandit Nehru the smaller fry who were for resisting the invasion 
in 1944 are shaking in their shoes instead of standing by their 
convictions. 


But however much Sarat Bose might twist and turn, he 
himself was in their company. 
a) 
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After a long spell of silence in jail from 1941 onwards, Sarat 
Bose felt and wrote strongly to the Viceroy in July 1943. 

In his letter, he deals with the situation in 1941 and 1942, 
He was writing to India’s best-hated Viceroy Linlithgow not long 
after August 1942, but his letter did not carry one word of con: 
demzation of the “Jeonine violence” of the British from which 
the people suffered and which featured in Gandhiji’s letters to 
the Viceroy. 

There was only one theme in his letter—the peril to India 
and his eagerness to defend the country : 


“There is one matter regarding which the rulers and 
the people of the country, at any rate the thinking sections of 
it, are in agreement today, AND THAT IS THAT FOREIGN 
AGGRESSION MUST BE RESISTED.” 


He explained, quite correctly, the reason : 


| *  . . if British Imperialism has so far bunighted India’s 
- hopes and aspirations, IMPERIALISM OF THE NAZI, 
FASCIST AND THE ‘RISING SUN’ BRANDS WOULD, 
TO MY MIND, PROVE MUCH WORSE, and speaking for 
myself, I AM PREPARED TO DO WHATEVER IN ME 
LIES TO PREVENT MY COUNTRY FROM COMING 
UNDER THE LATTER’S DOMINATION.” 


In his speech at Calcutta recently, where he read out this 
letter for the first time, he tried to “excuse” himself by 
saying he “did not know” at: the time that Subhas Bose had 
arrived in the East and set up the I.N.A. 

But the argument in his own letter gives the answer to that 
possibility too: 


“History has taught us that during all these centuries 

_whenever a foreign army landed on Indian. soil, whatever its 

protestations, it almost invariably became an army of occupa- 

_ tion ; and we definitely do not want a repetition of the same 
experience.” 


This is exactly what Communists and ethers were saying at 
-that time . 
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Sarat Bose wanted to make up with the British “ within the 
{2amework of the present constitution.” We Communists got the 
common , eople ready to stand up and fight and tried to get poli- 
tical parties to make a united demand on the British and wit 
real power. 


MAKING UP WITH THE BRITISH AND WAITING FOR 
THE JAPS 


We have heard the “explanation” in circles in close touch 
with Sarat Bose that this was a stroke of “ diplomacy” to get out 
of jail, get into the British administration and sell out when the 
Japanese and Subhas Bose marched in. They are certain Sarat 
Bose never wanted to resist Subhas Bose and was ready to side 
with the Japanese against the British if the Japanese were strong 
enough to get into India. 

Anyhow, leading Forward Bloc politicians certainly behaved 
that way. They did not risk starting any anti-British agitation 
directed towards ‘hiding the Japanese. 

Instead, the biggest among them like T. C. Goswami and 
Naren Chakravarty stuck to office in the Muslim League Ministry 
right through the invasion. 

Atul Kumar was clever enough to resign—not in protest 
against the British, but on the Secondary Education Bill issue. 
And that too not till the invasion had passed its peak. Today 
he is a leading light in the I.N.A. release movement and spits 
fire and thunder against Communists for “ betrayal ! ” 


Santosh Babu was, of course, “in the Opposition. But he only 
_attacked the Muslim League and pleaded with the Governor for 
‘a Ministry of the Opposition. | 

They’ did not even risk making anti-British speeches—in case 
the neople did not respond and the Japanese did not come and 
they got into the bad books of the British for nothing at all ! 

They are people who can think only of serving British or 
Japanese masters and never risking their skins for what they 
think is good for India. 

And yet today, it is they who are supposed to have “ stood” 


by” the I.N.A. men and the Communists are said to: have 
“betrayed” them at their hour of need. 


FORWARD BLOC VERSUS COMMUNISTS 
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The so-called “ secret” Forward Bloc machine. on the other 
hand, thought they were “better prepared” this time fo organise 
sabotage to help the Japanese. 
In September 1943, they were down and out and quarrel- 
some, after they failed to pull off the starvation “ revolution ” 
and a “second round” of the August movement on its first 


$8 


anniversary. | 
Most of the groups were silent, but the “Inquilab” group 


was commenting bitterly in their paper dated September 10th : 


‘“ Japan’s policies also do not make sense. She seems to 
suffer from the same imperialist jaundice as the British. 
During the August-October peak of our 1942 rebellion, Japan 
had only to send a few dozen bombers over our country and 
India would have defeated Britain. Japan betrayed India, 
she betrayed Asia and what is strange, she seems to have 
betrayed her own true (imperialist !) interests. It will be 
extremely difficult for her to dislodge the Anglo-Americans 


from* India.” 

But by the 10th of October, they changed their minds and 
the “Inquilab” group got the Forward Bloc and others—except 
‘the Gandhites of West Bengal—together and chalked out an 
“Outline Plan for 1943-4.” The continuing famine, the begin- 
nings of air raids by Japanese planes, Subhas Bose’s arrival in 
the East and the reformation of the I.N.A.—all this gave them 
hope. “A handful of determined men may succeed where mil- 
lions of the enraged masses failed in 1942 ”—became their watch- 
word. Organised food riots and organised sabotage would to- 
gether lead to a “revolution” to coincide with the occupation of 
the “Eastern provinces” by the Japanese and “ Swaraj Govern. 
ments” were to be set up “in co-operation with Japanese 


authority.” 
They brought out an agreed plan for sabotage in their “ ABC 


of Dislocation’? issued in October. 
They addressed special appeals in threatened districts, as 
‘in Chittagong where the Battle of Arakan--was already on at the 


end of 1943: 
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“Tf the people non-co-operate and can dislocate tele- 
graph, telephone and other communications and movements 
of treops, then the Government will be paralysed. . 

The whole system of communications, post and telegraph, 
railway stations, railway lines, railway signals, bridges. cul- 
verts, roads, aerodromes, docks etc. are to be dislocated,’ 


But it was all planning on paper. Not one act of sabotage 
took place in Bengal or Assam, not one strike of workers. 


They had explained their failure in 1942 by saying they were.» 
caught “unprepared” and were “not organised” well enough. 

This time they had 6 months’ notice, time to plan, time to 
prepare. But their sabotage programme of 1944 was a bigger 
fiasco than the one in 1942, 

The reason was not that the Communists had Bengal by ihe 
throat and “ betrayed” once again. 

No doubt we Communists were very much stronger as an 
organised force in Bengal at the time of the invasion than in 
1942. Our work in the famine had endeared us to the commén 
people and the Forward Bloc and its allies were hated more and 
more for talking tall and sitting tight in 1942 and not standing 
by the people in the famine. 

But the whole of Bengal was sinking through the British 
imperialist strangle-hold in time of war and famine. If we grew 
stronger at all, it-was because we stuck to the people through 
thick and thin and tried to get Congressmen who were being 
released to do the same, together with all other political parties. 

There was no “revolution” in Bengal during the invasion 
hecause the people had suffered too much to get carried away by 
fancy talk any more. The prospect of sacrificing whatever re- 
mained of the good, civilised life only to speed up the Japanese 
occupation of our motherland did not inspire anybody. 

More trains carrying food—that is what people wanted and 
not a general strike on the railways, or the blowing-up of bridges, 
roads and culverts to “dislocate communications.” Dying des- 
titutes wanted to spend their last ounce of stgength left in getting 
rice from the relief kitchens, perhaps in demanding the smashing 
of the black-market, but never to burn post offices or aerodromes. 
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Even starving masses are capable of immense sacrifice and death- 
less heroism under a revolutionary leadership. But not when a 
full-scale invasion is on and the only result of their dying effort 
will not be power in their own hands but an exchange of *imperial- 
ist masters. ‘ 

The so-called “ revolutionaries ” failed simply because they 
wanted the people to be their cannon-fodder and the people re- 
fused to_ oblige. 

They did not even behave like sincere people inspired by 
the wrong ideals. They did not even have the guts to risk their 
own lives at least to blow up a single bridge, culvert or aerodrome. 
The. “ revolutionary ” trade union Jeaders, Humayun Kabir and 
Dr. Mrs. Maitreyee Bose, did not stir out of their offices to work 
up a single strike im the docks, the railways or among jute work- 
ers—with whom they were supposed to have influence. Not one 
of them had the courage to risk imprisonment or death for the 
cause they believed in. 

They waited for the I.N.A. and the Japanese forces to come 
and do their job for them. The Japanese waited for an “ upris. 
ing” inside India. 


ROUSING INDIANS AGAINST THE JAPANESE AND 
GETTING HELL FROM THE BRITISH 

We Communists were the first to warn against the coming 
invasion as early as December 1943. At that time, everyone took 
the fighting beginning in Arakan lightly except ourselves and the 
handful of pro-Japanese sabotage-planners. 

We knew the exploding food situation was the real aid for 
the Japanese but we took no chances with the sabotage-planners. 

We intensified our anti-famine work and warned workers 
peasants and the revolutionary youth to be on guard against 
sabotage. CG 

We made sure there would be no sabotage or dislocation of 
transport or production which would hold up food supplies and 
intensify starvation and be a direct aid to the Japanese at the 
front. 

Our splendid work against panic and evacuation auring air 
raids has already been related. | 
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‘But the best work we put in was with workers of the Bengal 
dnd Assam Railway. This was the railway network for the whole 
of Cential and Eastern Benga] and Assam and the ney to the 
whole situation. 

In 1942, the B. & A. Railway Workers’ Union was led by 
Communists, but had been damaged in the 1940 repressiow and: 
its units were in existence only in Calcutta and Kanchrapara. 

But by 1944, 5 new union branches had been opened in 
Bengal—including Dacca and Mymensingh. Four new ‘branches | 
had aiso been opened up in Assam—including Dibrugarh in the 
fignting zone and Lumding, which was within 10 miles of the 
front at one time. ; 

This Union fought for and got cheap grain shops opened 
at every railway centre in the line. The Union branches checked 
up to ensure adequate and proper food supplies and dealt with 
workers’ complaints against the rotten rice and grain sold. The 
labour force on, the line—specially in Assam—had expanded 
enormously and we secured adequate living quarters and proper 
A.R.P. shelters for them. At Lumding, railway workers in the 
union branch forced the authorities to arrange food rationing for 
the town population as well, starting with a share-out of workers” 
rations. 


There was a lot of traffic congestion due to the “ 


super- 
eficiency ” 


methods of the Americans who ran the railway and 
the inefficiency of the rest of the higher staff. Accidents were 
taking place at an alarming rate through sheer reckless and in- 
efficient operation. At several centres. especially Lumding, the 
union workers made constructive suggestions and solved the 
problem. At Lumding, they solved coaling problems which were 
causing delay and problems of congestion in the railway yard. 
throrgh practical demonstration by union leaders. : 

The result was B. & A. Railway Union membership shot up 
from a mere 500 in 1942 to 12,000 by March 1944. At Dibru- 
garh, despite police and army restrictions on union activity, there 
was 100% membership from among workers. At Lumding, 800 
out of a total labour force of 1,000 was inside the union branch. 
There were 10,000 members in the Bengal centres. 


All this was achieved in the teeth of the opposition of officials. 
ae 
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and employers. Meetings were banned, union organisers were 
gagged, in almost every centre without exception. Four leading 
union organisers were dismissed from railway employment on 
the ground that they were Communists. Hundreds of workers 
were victimised in every centre, especially in Assam. The officials 
and ‘the management preferred to lose the workers who were 
starving and in panic due to air raids and alarming news from 
the front—rather than let them do the job. The four workers’ 
leaders mentioned above were actually externed from Assam 
Valley (the main war base) because Communists wanted defence 
to be organised the people’s way. 

We could mention similar activities—despite senseless res- 
‘trictions—all over Bengal and Assam. It is a fact, for instance, 
that more Communists were gagged, restricted and arrested 
during the invasion than anybody else. Congressmen and For- 
ward Bloc members were coming out of jail and we were being 
locked up. 

In short, we roused Indians to fight the Japs but got hell 
from the British. The worst example of this policy of the British 
imperialists we can quote is the case of Irawat Singh, leader of 
the Manipur Praja Mandal. 

He was leader of the movement before the war which has 
made the “ Rani Guedalla” a legend throughout India. He was 
so powerful that even the Japanese-controlled Radio had to 
“‘ counteract” patiently his call to the Manipuris to resist the 
Japanese, in repeated broadcasts. 

He had been externed from Manipur to Cachar after a long 
term of imprisonment, but wanted to raise 20,000 Manipur war- 
riors to fight the Japanese. 

The British said “no” and he began to gather a unit of 
Manipuris in Cachar itself. - 

Interviewed by a reporter, he said : | 

“Let not a single soul help the Japs in any way, not 
even with a glass of water. Ruthlessly, we have to crush the 
enemy that comes in to destroy our peaceful homes, and 
shackle us with the chains of fascist slavery. Let the hills 
of Manipur re-echo the call of her people : the Fascists shall 
not pass!... 


INVASION OF INDIA, 1944 d3 


| “To our leaders all over India” he added, “I appeal 
with folded hands and bended knees to close our ranks and 
unite together. 


“With the enemy within our gates, the prevailing feeling | 
of despair helps none and least of all the cause of freedam. 

“In the name of threatened Assam, I ask them to act 
at once and act together.” | 


The British would not let him through and even arrested 10 
of his Manipuri comrades in Cachar itself. He was a Communist, 
and therefore not to be ‘trusted’, He kept fighting on under- 
ground missions. 

We Communists did not want Indian to fight Indian. We 
played a key role in stopping the Japanese and the I.N.A. because 
we did not want a change of masters and got it in the neck from 
the British for it. But we fought for the cause of Indian freedom 
and we are proud, of it. 


OUR REWARD 

We had our reward. There was not a single case of sabotage 
from the side of the people—our side. 

If a few Manipuris went over to the Japanese, it was because 
Irawat Singh could not get across in time to tell them what to 
do and the British misbehaved with them as is their way. 

And accidents in the B. & A. line did indirectly help the 
Japs till we put a stop to it—because the Americans and the 
officials did not know how to run it and kept us out. . 

But the Japanese wanted an “ uprising ” in India very badly 
to hearten the men of the I.N.A. who were doubtful about the 
whole enterprise. 

When they did not get it, they made pitiful attempts to see 
the hand of their friends in every accident that took place inside 
India at the time. 

Shonan Radio claimed the American-made accidents on the 
B. & A. line were done by “ anti-British saboteurs” ! 

Everyone knows the Bombay dock explosions in April 1944 
were due to criminal uegligence on the part of the dock officials. 

But they broadcast on April 17th : 
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“The national underground forces sct fire to ammunition 
¢ 


ships in Bombay. The whole town was shaken by terrific 
¢. 


explosions.” 
- And the bitter joke is that a rumour was going round Bombay 
on the day of the explosions that “enemy action” in Bombay 


Harbour had begun and Bombay was under shell fire! National 
War Front “volunteers”? were spreading it! 

But the limit was the credit they took for the death of an 
oficial in his bed! They quoted a Delhi Radio report that the 
Postmaster General of Madras had died suddenly. Shonan Radio 


at once added that he had died in ‘“‘ mysterious circumstances ” 


and the hand of “anti-British saboteurs” could clearly be seen 


behind it ! 
India did not give them better news and we survived the 


Japanese invasion. 

Yes, it was sad for the men of ihe IN. A. 
get home nor bring freedom and had an increasingly hard time 
with the Japanese. But Japan's cause was a doomed, imperial- 
ist cause, with the peoples of the world, and not only the British 
and American imperialists, pitched against it. She could never 
win, 

We Communists are glad they did not win. 
unhappy that India could not unite, win power and build up a 
modern National Army to resist the Japanese and end British rule. 


They could not 


But we are 


CHAPTER V 
Murder And Slander 


THE British could not find one Bengali: to hang for sabotage. 
Nor would they hang a single profiteer or corrupt official. But 
we Communists had to pay with our dead ‘for stopping sabotage 
and fighting profiteers. 

; The unknown from the ranks of the common people and five 
talente -d young Communists were Bengal’s martyrs in war and 
famine. 

The planners of sabotage and the “ starvation-revolution ” 
did not assassinate one police or Government official or profiteer. 
But they had it out on us because we blocked their path. 
~ It began as ‘early as January 1942. We were still an illegal 
party. with our leaders in jail or underground. Only a handful 
of our trade union and student members were in the open—arrests 
of Communists were taking place almost every week. 

The entire Forward Bloc leadership—except Sarat Bose— 
was in the Ministry. Fazlul Hug was the nominal Prime Minister 
and Home Minister. But S. K. Basu was the real boss. In the 
. absence of Sarat Bose he was the leader of the “ Bose Group.” 

But that did not prevent the Forward Bloc—not yet banned 
—and affiliated groups calling us “Government agents” ! 

They did not attack their own Ministers for not resigning 
even after Sarat Bose’s arrest. Nor did they think. of attacking 
M. N. Roy's men—who had already openly gone over to the 
* democratic ° * British covcrpmicnt and were ‘holding rallies in 
Calcutta with the police acting as “ volunteers ”’ with batons kept 
ready for hecklers. 

But they taught their students to settle arguments with 
young Communist students by murder. 

Prodyot Sarkar was a student in the First Year class at the 
Dacca Jagannath Tntermediate College. They worried him 


“ 
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because he was a Communist. He had stood his ground and shut 
them up. Then they decided to attack and “ eliminate” him. 

At 4 one afternoon towards the end of J anuary, | he was 
going home after college hours. They attacked him in broad 
daylight in Farashganj Road with a heavy dagger, and then made 
off. He had a deep wound in the stomach and was removed to 
hospital, The doctors tried hard to save him. A fellow Com- 
munist donated 50 c.c. of his blood for it. But it was no use 
and he died a couple of days later. 

When they could not turn us back this way and we went 
ahead—they decided to do everything to break up our meetings. 

Their first target was an Anti-Fascist Conference at Dacca 
which was attended by 5,000 people—including 3,000 workers 
from the Dhakeswari Cotton Mills and 1,000 students. 

The conference met on the 8th of March 1942. The night 
before, they met at a certain Reading Room (we can mention the 
address) and decided to raid the pandal. 

They turned up in force—armed and spcling for a fight. 
They used lathis, daggers, iron rods and stones. They wounded 
5 or 6 volunteers badly and kept at it until there was a general 
uproar an] the police were quick to take adavntage of it and 
open fire. 

Later the same evening, a young talented writer in Bengali, 
Soumyen Chanda was caught by them coming to the conference. 
The news had spread and he was asked to turn back. But he 
went on with a Red Flag in his hand.. He had led a procession’ 
of railway workers which had dispersed in the general confusion. 

They found him alone near the pandal and went at him 
with daggers and knives, and shovels, They pierced his left eye 
and dug into his stomach again and again. He died on the spot, 
clutching the banner he loved. 

He was such a talented writer that the best men of Beugali 
culture alive at the time denounced the murder. Pramatha 
Chowdhury, a contemporary of Rabindranath Tagore’s who created 
the new style of modern Bengali prose-writing which Tagore 
himself developed further, and the foremost Bengali novelist of 
today, Tarashankar Banerji—were joint authors of this tribute. 
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WHEN THEIR SABOTAGE “REVOLUTION ” FAILED 


When they failed to do anything at all in August 1942, they 
decided to plan out the murder of Communists properly and not 
~Jeave it to their sper neaece youngsters to try it out on their 
own. 

This was the only item of their “total plan” when’ they. 
“ reorganised ” their affairs by June-July 1943, which they really 
tried to carry out. 

The first anniversary of August Oth was coming. They went 
round boasting in Calcutta colleges that out of the 3,000 members 
of the Communists “not one will be left after August 9th” to 
bring out even the Communist paper, Janayuddha ! 


In the first week of July, they met in conference at Dacca 
and got their plans ready. On the night of the 24th of July, 
they got hold of Ranesh Das Gupta—a talented young writer— 
a Communist, and tried to hack off his head with a Nepalese Ahukri 
when Ranesh was on his way home alone. Ranesh fought and 
broke loose with a nasty gash on his head. 

The very next day, they made a second attempt at Mymen- 
singh. Phani Chakravarty was a Third Year student inthe 
Ananda Mohan College and a leading young Communist of the 
town. There was a great deal of paper-shortage at the time and 
students were very hard up. Phani was getting students together 
‘to get paper at cheap rates. 

The Forward Bloc students had an old quarrel with him 
because he was a Communist and told them off whenever they 
iried to get nasty. They had been taught by their leaders that 
Phani’s interest in getting paper for students was a “trick” to 
* divert their revolutionary energies” ! 

So they caught him in the-rain at 9 o’clock at night on 
July “25th. Phani was on his way home from the Communist 
Party office. They went at him with rods and daggers after 
“trapping ’’ him in a dark lane near his house. Phani fought 
back with his bare fists until he fell—his shirt and dhoti crimson 
with blood. He had eight deep wounds on his back and chest. 
He died in two days’ time. 

At night, over 600 townsfolk—including 300 students—march- 


\ 
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ed with his dead body to the burning chat. , Students who isved 
him Jater opened a *‘Phani Memorial Library” in his name. ¢ 

Mymensingh never forgot Phani’s murder. On his first death 
anniversary in 1944, the Bengal Provincial Students’ Federation 
gave a call for observing “Phani Day.” Students all over Ben- 
‘gal saluted his memory. But in Mymensingh, the assassins were 
so annoyed at the students” respect for Phani that they stabbed 
‘to death yet another Communist student—Bhanu Mazumdar in 
broad daylight on the afternoon of July 26th, 1944. | 

-Phani’s murder was only one of the many murders they Lad 
planned which never came off. Uday Bhanu Ghosh, Secretary 
of the Bankura District Committee of the Communist Party got 
a notice of murder in the last week of July 1943. Another lead- 
ing Communist in Howrah also got such a warning. Then on 
the night of the 2nd of August. three Communist students were 
stabbed at Dacca—but they fought back and sent the attackers 
off with their tails between their legs. 


COLD FEET AGAIN 

| We Communists don’t answer murder with murder. We esuld 
have made mince-meat out of them on August 9th itself, but that gs 
not our way. In twenty years of our Party's existence. even our 
Worst enemies have not ever laid the murder of one political 
opponent at our door. The terrorist revolutionaries who became 
Communists have shot at the British but never at political 
opponents. 

But as long as we are in Indian 
any political murder to take place. 

So we trained up our newer and younger comrades to take 
a firm line with the would-be assassins and they soon realised 
that it took far too much courage to murder Communists. 

The last time they managed a murder was in May 1944. . 
‘They- were bitter because they could not manage a single sebat- 
_ age incident to aid the Japanese invasion which had passed its 

peak in April 1944. Their pro-invasion talk had left the students 
and the people cold. | | a 
Their parliamentary leaders were not even taking the risk 


politics, we refuse to allow 


id 
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of making anti-British speeches and were shouting their beads 
off only against the Secondary Education Bill. 

So the Forward Bloc “ Underground” decided to go -in for 
Hindu-Muslim strife—which was very much “ safer” than attempt- 
ing sabotage and strikes in factories. 

The Muslim League Ministry's Secondary Education Bill was, 
of course. a bill which only gave a sop to Muslims who have-a 
very small share in our education system but no real benefit. if 
carried through, as it was, it would have officialised the whole of 
Bengal education. So there was strong opinion against It. 
But in the middje of May, the Forward Bloc organised a 
school students’ strike against the Bill with a straight anti-Muslim 
appeal. They beat up young Muslim boys who hardly uwnder- 
stood what was what and kept out of the strike which appeared 
to them to be an anti-Muslim demonstration. Later, a procession 
of Hindu students paraded the town and beat up Muslim hackney- 
carriage drivers. 

This was in” Dacea town where more communal riots have 
taken place than any other city in India. The town was on the 
verge of another riot with Muslim goonda-gangs getting ready 
for it. | 

Communist students with their fellow-fighters in the Students’ 
Federation took a firm stand against any rowdyism and tried to 
knock out communal passions. ~ 

But the Forward Bloc was furious and made a murderous 
attack on the President of the Students’ Federation. Devaprosad 
Mukherji. in broad daylight on the 13th of May. 

Devaprosad fought back with the help of other students and 
was not scriously injured. But Sunil Nag was next on their list 
as a prominent Communist student leader. 

jhe next day, they took him by surprise and eight of them 
attacked him with iron rods. Sunil Nag fought back eingle- 
handed. but could not beat them off before he had been fatally 
wounded in the head. 

He was taken to hospital and put up a fight to live for 17 
days, but died on the 31st of May 1944, - 


After that, up to date, they have attacked many but uot 
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murdered any more Communists. Not begause they did not 
want to. but because we don’t sell our lives so cheap. 


SLANDER WHEN MURDER DID NOT WORK 


When they found murder did not stop Communist activity, 
and they had no record of work of their own to show—they turned 
to slander against Communists to cover up their own failure. 

As long ago as December 1942, they issued a forged “letter” 
from Maxwell, the Viceroy’s Home Member, instead of a report 
~ to the nation on their own failure to do anything. The document 
was supposed to “prove” that the Communist Party was in the 
pay of the Government and was getting ‘‘ Congressmen” arrested. 

Nobody who saw the document believed it was anything 
except a forgery and Gandhiji in 1945 publicly dropped the 
charge when P. C. Joshi in his correspondence with him flatly 
denied it and challenged anybody to prove it. The “ charge” 
that we got them arrested has never been taken up by Gandhiji 
because the “revolutionaries”? who forged it t#emselves do not 
dare send the document to Gandhiji. In any casc, very very 
few men were arrested for political reasons anywhere in Bengal 
after August 1942—except Communists. And it was in August 
1942 that the Maxwell-Joshi “ partnership ” is said to have begun! 

But after the “starvation revolution” failed at the peak of 
the famine in 1943 and we attacked Dr. Mukherjee publicly for 
shielding profiteers—they found a new “ally” in the Hindu 
Mahasabha Chief. 

The Forward Bloc and Dr. Mukherjee teamed up together 
and produced their “ charge-sheet” against Communists—called 
War Against The People. Dr. Mukherjee paid the cash and 
Humayun Kabir wrote an introduction and Kalyani Bhattacharya 
—whose name the book carries—herself denies having written it. 

It was a vile and filthy document which carried skefches 
showing a Communist Party office looking like a night club or 
a brothel. cartoons showing P. C. Joshi sitting on a heap of 
human skeletons and the like. The text was one long praise of 
Dr, Mukherjee as the “ people’s pal” and a long rigmarole of a 
“ theoretical refutation ” of the Communist Party’s analysis of the 


causes of the famine. There was not a single fact in it to prove 
oO 
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the case against Communists on any count although phrases like 
“* Maxwell’s boy Joshi” were scattered all over the pages. 

It was a cheap, gaudily printed document straight from the 
eutter press which was distributed free in some districts and 
quickly withdrawn from circulation. One does not hear any 
more about it nowadays from its author, preface-writer or 
financier. 


: IN DESPAIR 


Dr. Mukherjee burnt his fingers so badly over this book that 
by 1944, he had himself become President of the Nari Seva 
Samiti—a common organisation for women of all shades of | 
opinion in which Communist women were the main driving force ! | 
And the Communists had been painted as immoral rakes in the 
book he had himself financed ! 

But the War Against The People inspired pfishoots in the 
gutter press and hand-bills in the mofussil long after the Calcutta 
centre for anti-Communist slander had shut up shot, so to speak. 

In October 1943, degenerate verses were distributed in Nabad- 
wip (Nadia District) in the style of the very degenerate variety 
of so-called ‘Vaishnav’ verse. Communist women of all ages 
and stations in life leading theg25,000 strong Mahila Atma Raksha 
Samiti (Women’s Self Defence League) were shown as perverted 
‘Vaishnav’ nuns of the Middle Ages. 

By the middle of 1944, the gutter paper, Hindu Ranjika of 


Rajshahi was filling its columns with editorials against Com- 
munist morads. 


In May 1944, it wrote : 


“Keeping a band of beautiful young women as social 
workers of the Mahila Atma Raksha Samiti is a tactic of the 
Coumunists for extending and strengthening their party. 


There is no easier and cheaper method of attracting students 
towards their party.” 


Not content with this slander not only against Communists 
but against the entire student youth of Bengal who were assumed 
to fall prey to such “attraction,” they picked on Sjta. Sneha 
Saraswati. the Assistant Headmistress of the local Girls’ High 


¢ 
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She was the foremost worker oi the 


School as the “ example.” | 5 a 
Mahila Samiti and lived with her aged father outside the schogl 


compound. 
At night on June 22nd 19-44, they 
made a terrific. vulgar din—beating a drum and yelling filthy 


haole into the louse and 


abuses at her. _— 
Public disgust at the Hindu Ranjika’s 


great that news reached Calcutta and leaders of Bengali woman- 
hood, Ied by Mrs. Nellie Sen Gupta denounced it in a public 


oulpourimg: was so 


statement. | 7 
These are only a few printed samples of the campaign of 


calumny and slander against Communists which went on all 
throush 1944 and 1945. Hand-written posters in vulgar Janguage 
of the eutter with obscene sketches attached were plastered up 
on a large scale in very many districts. There were plenty of 
whispered slanders against Communists and attempts to dog the 
footsteps of Communist women to taunt, insult and provoke them. 
They were slapped on the cheek, made to shut up and publicly 
apologise in most cases. But they went on with it because they 
had no inspiration left to do anything good and decent and worthy. 

They were cowardly before the police and could not prove 
their so-called “ political charges @ against our Party. So when 
even murder did not frighten even our youngest Communist Jads 
—they tried to hurt us straight in the heart by insulting our sisters 
and mothers in the way of the criminal underworld 

Despair had not made them think afresh but only made them 


degenerate and rotten inside. - 


CHAPTER VI 


Conclusion 


SALISH conduct during war and famine has been the last straw 
as far as Bengal is concerned. All Bengal is boiling over today 
with anti-British hatred. We who were the first in India to rise 
in revolt against the British cannot stand any more delay. There 
is mot a man, woman or child left in Bengal today who does not 
sake his fist at the British and say: “We have had enough 
or you—eget out!” 

Our Bengal, which suffered so much in the war—where 
hundreds died in the air raids, lakhs in the famine and millions 
have become homeless—has given the first great blows at British’ 
Imperialism withothe end of war. Calcutta tramway and Cor- 
poration workers have won their great strikes, backed up by the 
middie class. In the recent students’ demonstrations in the teeth 
of police firing—the Calcutta working class and the entire middle 
class stood together. This is proof enough of our immense 
vitality and amazing powers of recovery. It will silence all who 
dare to sneer at “ decadent” war-time Bengal. 

These events have also shown that the British imperialists 
are very much on the alert and are playing a clever game. They 
know they cannot carry on as the old-type conquering rulers any 
more. So they talk a honey-sweet language to some of the bigger 
partics and use bullets against the people. They are out to 
put party against party and hope to stay on as “ trustees ” holding 
the ring because the parties cannot agree among themselves. At 
the frst showdown, during the Calcutta firing, Sarat Bose stayed 
away from the students and the people and walked straight into 
Governor Casey's trap. It is only a dress rehearsal of what is 
ta come more and more. 

{n such a situation, it is the duty of every political party in 
Bengal to steel the people to keep out of a new British imperialist 
trap to keep India in bondage. 

Anyone who knows Bengal today will admit that the new 
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Bengal Congress dedicated to Subhas Bose’s rame, and the Bengal 


Communists are the two main forces today which can make o& 


, 7 
unmake our future and win or lose our freedom. We alone sur- 
vive out of Bengal’s traditional national movement which one day 


gave India a lead. We can and must pull together first, if we 
are fo understand and come to a decision about the new, rising 
Muslim League movement in Bengal. 
Together, we share the inheritance of the oldest national 
movement in India. 905% of the old revolutionary parties of 
~ Bengal—the Jugantar and the Anushilan—who remain in_action 
are today inside the Communist Party. The Test are with the 
Bengal Congress of today. 99% of the Chittagong Armoury 
Raiders who are still alive are with the Communists, whether in 
jail after 10 to 16 years’ imprisonment, or outside. Already 
before the war, the Communists were the largest single group 
inside the Bengal Congress. Today, more than half the pre- 
war Bengal Congress is inside the Communist Party—the rest 
are in the new Congress led by Sarat Bose. Nobody with any 
inside knowledge of Bengél politics will deny that it is only in 
our Party that veterans from all older groups in the Congress 
have come together to work in complete harmony and under iron 
discipline. Sarat Bose’s newly “ united” Congress is a very un- 
easy alliance of different groups who do not see eye to eye on most 
things. 

We Communists have a glorious inheritance, hut we had to 
fight to get it. Some of the best leaders and men in the Com- 
munist Party today have fought against it in the past, when 
Communist pioneers were building up the organised labour moye- 
ment in Bengal and others took the path of terrorism. Later on. 
they got together to build the mass Kisan Sabhas in Bengal— 
specially among the dominantly Muslim and Scheduled astc 
kisans of Eastern and Northern Bengal. Today, we stand as the 
unquestioned leaders of whatever organised working-class and 
kisan movements exist in Bengal. Communist leadership of the 
working-class has become common knowledge in Calcutta aftey 
the recent tramway and Corporation workers’ strikes and the 
splendid participation of Calcutta labour in demonstrations 
against police firing on students. 
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It is clear as daylight to lakhs of workers and kisans, thou- 
‘4nds of the student youth and hundreds of veteran revolutionaries 
that Bengal cannot do without the Communists. 

Anyone in his senses will also admit that the bulk of the 
Bengal middle class today looks upon Sarat Bose and the Forward 

Bloc as ‘‘trustees” on behalf of their leader, Subhas Sose. 
’ Bengal did not rise in 1944 to let the Indian National Army get 
into India together with the Japanese. But she is ready today to 
face British bullets to get them released, and wants Sarat Base 
to lead the struggle for freedom in Subhas’ name. 

Sarat Bose and the Forward Bloc will have to decide 
whether they will justify this hope and join hands with the Com- 
munists to lead a united struggle against the British or stick to 
their game of power-politics, slander and attack Communists 
and allow, or even call in, the British to “ hold the ring.” 

Their ‘silly anti-Communism will damage them much more 
than us in the long run. For they whom people today want to 
act as the symbols of revolutionary struggle, have anything but 
a revolutionary record in the war years. Already, newspaper 
columnists have heen writing of Sarat Bose’s conduct during the 
Calcutta firing: ‘Sarat Bose is a crow in peacock’s hues and 
the first shower has washed away the paint.” 

They have slandered and murdered us before, they are doing 
it with a vengeance today. If they don’t pull up, they won’t 
finish us, but only split the Bengal Congress again and make the 
common people lose faith in both us and them. We do not want 
this to happen because we do not want to be British slaves for 
ever. That is why we want to wipe the slate clean and ask the 
Forward Bloc and its allies to stop indulging in the game of 
power-politics, break with profiteers and corrupt politicians and 


all tggether fight the British to win happiness and freedom for 
Bengal. 


How Are We Going To Win Our Freedom? 
How Are We Going To Rebuild Our Country ? 


These are the two burning issues that face our people today. The 
Communist Party has consistently held that we cannot have FREE- 
DORM without uniting our pecplje, and we cannot REBUILD our coun- 
try without freedom. And it is on these two snain issues that the 
Communist Party will seek the verdict of our people by contesting 
the industrial and ‘he rural seats in the coming general elections, 

Te you are interested to know .what is happening in our country, 
to our peopie ; 

{fF you are interested to know what the different political Parties 
stamd for and what they are doing, particularly i. the coming mo- 
mentous months of the election battle ; 

‘GF you are interested to know how other peoples in other lands 
are Gghting for the very same problems of freedom and reconstruc— 
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You must not miss this remarkable and penetrat- 
ing study of what the British have done to Bengal; 
an indictment of the Bengali reactionaries _ who are 


their allies ; a moving account of how the people of 


Bengal suffer in their daily life. e . 
The author, who is Secretary of the Bengal Pro- — 


, 


vincial Committee of the Communist Party, also out- 
lines a great new programme for the reconstruction of 


Bengal on new democratic foundations and through 
the unity of all freedom-loving Bengalis. 
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